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HISTORICAL ESSAY | 


TOnCcHING 


(7eneral Gomncils, Greeds, and Impoftions iti Religion... 
T*: Chriſta Religion, as firſ TAfitared by our Bleffel Savidut;' - 


was the greateſt fecutity td Magiſttates by the Obedience whith'it 
gps and was fitted to eojoy no lefs ſecarity under chem By 4 
Practice con I& to thiat Do@trine. For our Guvidir himſelf, not pre- 
tending to av Earthly Kingdom, tobk ſuch care therefore to! infirudt his fol-- 
lowers it! the die Sabjeibri to Goverhpurs 4 .that,” While thiy obſerved his 
Precepts; they conld neirher"fd11- under any Jcaloufic of State'45 ar? ambitious: 
and dangerons Party, not as MatefaQors upon” any other account deſerve co 
ſuffer under the Publiek: Severity : So that in this only It could ſean perni- 
cious t& Goverriment that Chrifttanity, if rightly cx cxercifed upon its own. 
Principles, woult 'ferider #1 Magifacy afcicfs: Bur athoupfy he; !whiwe” 
Lard of lf. aud'to hott Alf Poiber Witt pro Both Dy Hexbei! bi wah" 
cd, conterited' th eoraitin' the forttr'of © Soak 46 fo'Ke the' Ea" 
ors and Prinecs of the Werld alone with the uſKof their Dvinindor's y he'. 

thought it good rea{orr to' retain His Reli under his own 
ad Serdight its Auctiority from ein juridfuiGtion! Ini this aloadthe was: itn 
pirious; and dif nbt 'ofi iy phat: Hnfelf apuinfi' the Laws ahd' Cn 
ther received; and i pg 'h& Mitilitrdtes, bl eontallaly' 
ant havderiee RIS'DIſGPTES fr hi ſrt” 6 ifdenct"#nd dbitifiacy.” BIR 
thetn, 76:y Mal be Þ elperyhom but fea 
them not, i will be'with eHethi: hay rheiif Gt add jultife-it againſt aN' Ops 
poſſrioni Not chit ht allowed them Hertby to” violate eleir-diiry \ro' the 
Fiblickby anPrefiiviein defivtice'of the NaBihracy*/ Arte moto 
abitt\atel thetiVihtHelp dirty to God; fri efphghtof Sifferſngy! . 

Fn this /matibbt ChrfRR ity did abit {ot HE 0m Un actor 
cptivii, For'aHonph! out BIffetSavibiitt, Dabthig PA : 
atd-the'time of his Miniſty ben cotnpletted; diff by'biPL 
6 his D8Hine.- an# ſew thewvy raw irf/Life and Teannicr! J 
lieviby: initiate iis" Pxathple? yer did! mit grein aſh ts 408! «hb F- 
Governiitht tobtcentatler Phe hn Pc fn": Ta -aQ To NICs Th "i £ ; 4. 08 
ſept to his Exec tion,  Poy 4 6 'of Fad 2s; ' rho :.. 
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4, jealons 2nd ſevere in paint of State 1 Preropative, of all the Raman FE 
rors 3 though h: ungeritood that ;r. 11 multitudes Followed hin, and cat he” 
was grown the Head of a new Sc that was never before heard of in the Na- 
tion, yer did not he intermeddle. - But they were the men ot Religion, the 
Chi.t Pricits, Scxibes and Elders, and the H.zh- Pricft Coiapbar, And yer, 
althouzyty they accuſcd him't:ifly,; That be 11 wght that tribite was not to be given 
to Celit;, that bt p.g a Fifth Monarch and made bimſelf a King, and {as \t is 
uſual tor ſome of the Clergy to terrihe the inferiour Magitirates out of their 
duty to Juſtice out of pretence of Loyalty to the Prince) threatned Pilate that 
if be let-that man go be was not Czlars friends he underſtanding that they did 
24 ont of Envy, and (that the Juſtice ahd Innocence of; our Saviour was what - 
they could not bear with, would have adventured all their Informing at 
Court, and firſt have freed him, and then have exchanged him for Barraby ; 
ſaying, that he found no fault in him: but he was overbora at lat by humane 
weakneſs, and poorly imagined that by waſhing his own hands he had expia- 
ted himſelt and wiped off che guilt upon thoſe alone who were the occalion,” 
But, as for Tiberius himſelf, the growth .of Chriſtianity did never increaſe 
his cares of Empire at Rome, nor trouble hisſlcepat Capree : but he both ap» 
proved of the Doctrine, and threataed the Informers with Death 3 nor 
would have ſtaid there, bur attempted, according to the way of their Super- 
ſicion, upon the intelligence from Pilate, to have received Gbrift into che 
number of their Dcities. The Perſccution of the Apoſtles after his Death, and. 
the Martyrdom of Srepben happened not by che interpoling ot Civil Ls 
in the-macter of-Religion, or any diſturbance occationed.by their ines: 
but aroſe from the High-Prieſt and his Emiſſaries, by ſuborned Witneſſes, 
ſtirzing.up the rabble in a brutifh and riotous manner to execute their cruelty. 
How would the modern Clergy have taken and-reprelented it, had they lived 
in the time of S. Fob Boptiſt, and ſcen Feruſalem, Fydes and all the Region 
rownd about Jordan go out to. be baptized by bim 1 Yet that Herod, tor any thing 
we read :in Scripture, though he wanted not his inſtillers, apprehended go. 
Commotion : . and 'hafl, not Celigsls baniſhed him and his-Herodias together, 
might in all appearance have lived without avy-change of Government. 'Twas 
ſhecthat cauſed Fobs's-Impriſonment for the conveniency of her Inceſt, Herod 
indeed feared bim, but rather reverenced him, as 4 juft man, and ex holy, oþ- 
ſerved bim and when he beard bins be did many tbings and beard him gladly. Nor 
could all her ſubtilty have taken off his Head, but that Herod thought himlclt 
under the obligation. of a Dance and an Oath, and knew not in that Caſe they 
ought both tobe difpenced with. But be was exceeding ſorry at bis deatb. which 
few Princes are if men lived to their jcaloufie or danger. The Killing of 
Fames and Impriſonment of Peter by that Herod was becauſe be ſaw be pleaſed 
*. the peoples when the L rie{ty; had onge ſet. them on madding s a Complailance: 
| --c. which * moſt ore. may bocxpoſed, but which paxtakes more of guik, 
_  chan;Civility or Wiſdom, ' { ic | T6: 
- But find out what the diſincereſſed and prudent men of thoſe days ws » 
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* tobe the wiſeſt and only juſtifiable way for the Magiſtrate to proceed in upon - 
'\ mateers of Religion, I cannot (ee any thing more pregnant than; the concur- 
| rent, Judgment of three Perſons, of ſo different CharaQters, and that lived. ſo 
far *funder, chat there can be no danger of their having corwpted one anothers 
' Underſtanding in favour to Chriſtianity. Gamaliel, the Deputy of Achaia, 
and the Town-Glerk of Epbeſas ; The firſt. a Jewiſh DoRtor, by Sc a Pha- 
riſee, one of the Council, and of great Authority with the People, who 
(when the Chiet-Pric had caſt the Apoſtles in Priſon, and charged them for. 
Preaching agzinlt the Command he had before laid upon them ) yer gave this 
advice, confirming it with ſeveral freſh precedents, A&s 5. That they ſhonld. 
take heed to themſelves whas they intended to do with thoſe mee, and let them alone, 
for if tbis comnſel, laith he, or this work be of men, it will come to nought, but if 
it be of God you caunot overtbrow it, left ye be found fighting with God, So that 
his Opinion grounded- upon his beſt experience, was that the otherwiſe un- 
blameable Set of Chriſtianity might fafely and ought to be left to ſiand or fall 
by Gods Providence under a free Toleration of the Magiſtrate. The Second 
was Gallio, Ats 18. A Roman, and Deputy of Achsiz. The Jews at Corinth 
burried Pawl before his Tribunal, laying the uſual charge againſt bim, Thee 
be ? / Arg men to worſhip God contrary to the Law, which Gallio looked upon 
8s {o ſlight and without his Cognizance, that, alchough moſt Judgcs are wil- 
ling to encreaſe the JuriſdiQion of their Courts, He drave them away, ſaving 
Paul the labour of a defence, and told them, If it were s matier of wroug or 
wicked lewdneſs, reaſon would that be ſhould bear with them, but if is be @ queſtion 
of words and names, and of your law, look. ye to it, I will be Fudge of no ſuch- 
| matters: and when he had (o ſaid, Paul was releaſed, but the Greeks that 
were preſent took Barnabas, and before the Judgment Seat beat Solthenes the 
Chief Ruler of the Synagogae, and Ring-leader of the Accuſcrs. His Judgmene 
thercfore was that,to puniſh Chriltians meerly for their DoQrineand Practice, 
unlc(s they were MalctaQors otherwiſe, was a thing out of. the Magifizates 
Province and altogether unreaſonable. The third caſe was no leſs remarkable. 
For one Demetrixs, that was u Silverſmith by trade and made (hrines for Die, 
flirred up all the FEree-men of his Company againſt Paul, and indeed he ſtate 
the waitcr very faiily and honcſily, aſſiz.ring the: true Reaſon of molt cf theſe 
Perſecutions : Te know gbat by 1bis craf: we bave or wealth, but that by Paul's 
Preaching that thcy b. no G:ds which ire made with h+ad?, not only our Craft 24.in 
danger to be ſet at nonght but aiſ- th: Temple of the great Codicſt and ber Magatts 
ficence, whom all Afba 6nd thc IPurld w-rſhip. ſhoxld be deſpiſed and diftroyed, 
And it 1s confiderabic cha! Þ ven iti. Fows, ihvugn of a Contrary Religion, yet | 
fomented,. as it uſually chai;.c5, this d:Ffrrecnce and cygd the Epbefians on 
2gainft the Apoſile and-his fy/Jower<. Buy witen they had by ought Alexander 
one of Paul's Companions into the Thyatre. the! Recorder of Epbeſws; ; More 
tempcrace and wite than, ſome would byc been in that Office) would not make - 
any Inquifuion upon the. matter, nor put Alexander upou his trial and defence, © 3 
but (although he himſelf could not have burn that Office without being ee.” 
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| jealons and ſevere _in point. of Stare 1 Prcropative, of all the Roman E 
rors 3 though h: underitoo thit;r. 1 multitudes Followed him, and chat he 
was grown the Head of a new Sc that was never before heard ot in the Nz. 
tion, yer did not he intermeddle. - But they were the mea ot Religion, the 
Chi.t Pri«(ts, Scribes and Elders, and the H.gh-Pricft Cajapbas, And yer 

_ althouyt they accul.d him't:iſly,; That be taught that tribiete was mot to be givey 

to Czlar;, that yg a Fifth Monarch and made bimſclf a King, and (as\itis _ 
uſual tor ſome of the Clergy to terrific the inferiour Magitirates gjut atehan 
duty to Juſtice out of pretence of Loyalt > or On 
if be let-that man go be was not Cxlars fr 

78 ont of Envy, and that the Juſtice ail: 
they could not bear with, would hav 
Court, and firſt have freed him; and 
ſaying, that he found no fault in him: | | Y [ 
weakneſs, and poorly imagined that by\ Til "A 
ted himſelt and wiped off the guilt upo! 


But, as for Tiberiss himſelf, the grgyy 
his cares of Empire at Rome, nor troulle We ih Le \ 
proved of the Doctrine, and threatge 5 
would have ſtaid there, but es 
ſition, upon the intelligence from P3 
number of their Deities. The Perſccut 
the Martyrdom of Stephen happened ngt 
in the-matter of. Religion, or any diltgg 
but aroſe from the High-Prieſt and þ 
ſtirxing-up the rabble in a brutifh and riotors manner ww va. __ 
How would the modern Clergy have taken and-reprelented it, had they Wk 
' In the time of S. Fobx Baptiſt, and ſeen Feruſalem, Fades and all the Region 
rownd abaut Jordan go owt to. be baptized by bim | Yet that Herod, for any thing 
we read in Scripture, though he wanted not his inſtillers, apprehended go. 
Commoetion : . and ;hafl not. Celignls baniſhed him and his-Herodigs together, 
might in all appearance have lived without aoy-change of Government. 'Twas 
ſhethat cauſed Fobx's-Impriſonment for the conveniency of her Inceſt, Herod 
indeed feared bim, but rather reverenced him, as 4 juſt man, and «x holy, ob- 
Served bim and when be beard bins be did many tbings and beard him gladly. Nor 
could all her ſubtiley have taken off his Head, but that Hered thought himlclt 
under the obligation. of a Dance and an Oath, and knew not in that Caſe they 
ought both tobe diſpenced with. But be was exceeding ſorry at bis deatb. which 
few Princes are if men lived to their jcaloufie or danger. The Killing of 
Fames and Impriſonment of Peter by that Herod was becauſe be ſaw be pleaſed | 
te peple when the | rielty: had onge fee. them on madding - a Coinplailance 
than, C ivility or Wildom,... :... ; 2 64 Fg 
atto find out what the diſincerefſed and prudent men of thoſe days won 
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| tobe the wiſcſt and only juſtifiable way for the Magiſtrate to proceed in upon 
'\ matecrs of Religion, I cannot fee any thing more pregnant than .the concur- 
' rent Judgment of three Perſons, of ſo different CharaQters, and that lived. ſo 
far 2 of chat there can be no danger of their having cortupted one anothers 
* Underſtanding in favour to Chriſtianity. Gamaliel, the Deputy of Acbaia, 
| 2nd the Town-Glerk of Epbeſas ; The firſt a Jewiſh DoRtor, by Sc a Pha- 
| riſce, one of the Council, and of great Authority with the People, who 
hen the Chict- Prieſt had caſt the Apoſiles in Priſon, and charged them for 
IStine.zinlt the Commangdihg hid before laid upon them ) yer gave this 
Ig Eecedents, Als pL That they ſbonld 
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ranch boſe men, and let them alone, 


wafer, i will come to nought, but if 
anferne fighting with God. So that 
exacc, was that the otherwiſe un- 


wag ought to be left to ſtand or fall 
Sat the Magiſtrate. The Second 
wledt Acbeis. The Jews at Corinth 
whe uſual charge againſt bim, Thee 
aw, which Gale looked upon 
8 alchough moſt Judgcs are wil- 
ors, He drave them away, ſaving 
han, If it were & matier of wroug or 
ide with chem, but if is be @ queſtion 
"a bk; | 1 fo it, I will be udge of 29 ſuch. 
as rcleaſed, but-the Greeks that - 
BT fe the Judgment Seat beat Solthenes the 
Pee Ruler of the S ynagogne, and Ring-leadey of the Accuſcrs. His Judgmene 
' Uhercfore was that,to puniſh Chriltians meerly for their DoRrineand Practice, 
unlels they were MalctaQtors otherwiſe, was a thing out of. the Magiſtrates 
Province and altogether unzeaſonable. The third cale was no leſs remarkable. 
For one Demetrius, that was a Silverſmith by trade and made ſhrines for Nz 1, 
Nirred up all the Free-men of his Company againſt Paw, and indeed he fiati 
the maitcr very fauly and honcſily, afſizr ing the: true Reaſon of melt ct thee 
Perſecutions ; Te know gbas by 1bis craf: we bave var wealth, but that by Paul's 
Preaching that they b. no G:ds which ire made with biadf?, not only our Craft 14.in 
denger to be ſer at nought but aiſ- th: Temple of the great C:0d icſt and ber Magus 
ficence, whom all Ati2 and the IPnid worſhip. ſhoxild be - deſpiſed and diftroyed, 
And it 1s conſiderabtc tha: . ven ii Foows, though of a contrary Religion, yet | 
fomented, as it uſuelly cha::-c5, ths df rence and xg d :he Epbefiuns on 
2acft the. Apoſtle avd.his flowers. Bc when they had brought Alexander 
One Of Paul's Companions into the Th.atre. the! Recorder of Epbeſws; {more 
tempcrace and wite than ſome would bye been in that Othce) wouk Bot makg ED. 
any Inquifuion upon the matter, nor put Alexander upon his trial and defence, © — 3 
but (although he himſelf could not have born that Office without being Aſa. -* 
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(6): 
* Dianjfh, us he declared tod in his diſcourſe) he tells the People, They bed broughy' 
thoſe men which were neither yobbers of Churches nor Blaſpbemers of theiy Grddeft, 
(for that Judge would not condemn men by any inferences or expoſitions of 
old Statutes, which long after was J=lian's praQtice and fince imitated) and 
therefore if Demetrius and bis Craſiſ-men bad any maiter againſt them the Lip 
was oper:, and it ſhould be determined in a lawfnl Aſſembly, but that the whele 
City was in danger to be called in queſtion for thzt wproar, there being no cauſe 
whereby dhey might give account of that concoxrſe. And by this he plainly enough 
fignihcd, that if Pavl and his Companions had floln the Church-Plate they 
might well be indifted, but that Demetrixs had no more reaſon in Law againit 
them, than 2 Chandler might have had, if by Faxi's Preaching Wax Tapers 
as well as Silver Candlefticks had grown out of faſhion. That it is matter 
of right and wrong b:twixt man and man that the Juſtice of Governmene 
looks to : but that, while Chriſtianity was according to its own Principle 
carried on quictly, it might fo fall that the diſturbers of it were guilty of a 
Riot, and their great City of Epbeſar deſerve to be fined forit. And taking 
this to have been (ſo, he difmiſt the Aﬀ4ermbly, Afr 19. 
” After theſe Teſtimonies which I have: colle&cd out of the Hiſtory of the 
Ati, as of greateſt Authority, I ſhall only ad4 one or two: more out of the 
fame Bdok, wherein Paxt likewiſe was concerned before Heathen Magittrates 
of greater eminence, Af; 23. Ananmas the High Pricfh C thefe always were 
the men ) having countenanced and inftigated the' Fewy to a Confpiracy, in 
which Puxt's life was endangered and armed at, Lyffze the: chief Captain of 
ones interpoſes and ſends him away to Felix then Governour of Fudzaz 
ignifying by Letter, That be bad been accuſed only of queſtions of theiy Law, but 
he found nothing to be laid to: his Charge worthy: of Death or of Bonds, 
Whereof Falix alſo, though the High- Pricft was fo'zcalbus m che Profecurion 
that he took the journey on purpoſe; and had: mſtruRed an exyuilite Oraror 
Feriullw to harangue'Pawl out of his Life, as a Peftilent' Pellow, a mbver of Se- 
ditios and Ring- leader of the SefF of the Nxzarenes, not owitting ever to char 
L.yfias tor reſcning him by great wivlence from being muxdcred by them, was fo 
well {atisfied of the contrary upon full hearing, rhat he gave him' his Liberty 
and a Centurins for his guard, with command that noue of bls + argeeo ſhould 
be debarred from coming and'Miniftring tshim. But being indeed to leave' his 
Governinent afterwards, left bim in: Piiſon, partly to ſhew'the Fee and 
their High Pri-ti-another piece of: complaiſant policy; which 3 *cis poſſible 
they paid well for, ſeeing the other reaſon was, Becauſe thongh' He had” ſent 
for Paul the oftner and communed' mith bis, in bopes that be would bave given 
bim money to be diſcharged, there came- nothing: of it. Whicti was ſo baſe a 
thing in {o great a Minifter, that'the-mcaneft Juffice' of verde pl v1 
would (carce-have the face-to do fo uponthe like oecafion; ' Burt his'Saccefſbr 
Peſts, having called: Agrippurand Biremice to heat the Canfe? they alf three 
were of Opiniorr that it was all on the Jtws ſide catamny and inperticente,, 
but that: Pau] had done nothing worthy of death pr of Bundy, ap ne” 
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far the Government and ſecurity of their Provinces: and ſo groſs were th ir. 
Reathen underſtandings, that they could not yet comprehend how quietn ({s 
ws Sedition, or the innocence of the Chriſtian Worſhip could be ſabje& to 
farſciture or penalty. Nay, when Paul appearce cvcn before Ners himſelf; 
ad bad none to fland by bins bus all forſook bins : he was by that Emperor acquic- 
ted, and permitted a long time to follow the work of his Minifiry. *TFis true 
tat aſterwards this Nero-had the honour to be the fieſt of the Roman Emperors 
that perſecuted Chriſtianity 3 whence ie is that Tertwllian in his Apologerich 
Gith ; We glory iu. having ſuch on one the firft beginner and Autber of our Puniſh- 
ment, for there is nane that bath read of him, but nueſh underſtand ſome great gud 
to bave been in tbas Doftrine, otherwiſe Nero: world not bave condemned it. +. 
And thence forward Chriſtianity for about Three Hundred Years lay ſubjed 
to Perſecution, For the Gentile Prieſts could not but obſerve a great decay in 
their Pariſbes, a negled of their Sacrifices and diminution of their Profits by 
the daily and vilible increaſe of that Religion. And-God in his wiſe Providence 
had ſo ordered that, as the Few already fo, the Heatbenr now having filled up 
their meaſure: with iniquity,. Sprink/ing tbe Blood of bis Saints among their $2- 
eifices, and. the Chriſtians having in a ſevere Apprentiſhip of ſo many Ages 
ſearncd'the Trade of Suffering, they ſhould at laſt be theix own Maſters and 
admitted to their Freedom. Neither yet, even in thoſe times when they lay 
expoſed to Perſecution, were they without ſome Intervals and'catching lee 
fons of Tranquillity, wherein. the Churches had-lciſure to reap conſiderable 
advantege, and the'Clergy. too might have been inured, as they:had been 
Exemplary, under AfﬀiQion ſo, to bear themſtlves like Chriſtians 'when they 
ſbould arrive at a full proſperity. For as oft as there 'came a-juſt Henthes Kan- 
ror and a. lover of mankind, that either himſelf. oblerved,. os underſtood 
b the Governours of his Provinces; the innocence of their Religion and'Þre> 
Riccs, their: readineſs £0 pay, Tribute,. their  Prayersifor his Government and 
Perſon, their faithful Service in his- Wars, but: chair Chriftian: valout and 
contumacy,to Death, . under the molt exquiſite Tortents, fot their holy 'Pro- 
ſeffton 3. he: forthwith relented, he rebated- the Sword: of the Exccutioner, 
and. could not find in his heart or in his power to exerciſe it apainſi the exer- 
ciſe- of: that Religion». It bene dimeatdd that a Religion infrituted upon 
Juſtice betwixt man and man. Love to oneanother} yeaicven their Enemies, 
Obedience, to the Magiſtrate in all Hamane-and Moral Matters; and in' Divine 
Worſhip up conſtant.cxerciſe: thereof- and as: conſtant: Sufferingin that 
Cauſe, as Su ene latitude: for refaſtance, -cannot ſo long as it 15 
que to it ſelf in theſe things, fall within: the Magiſtrates Juriſdictions = 
Bu as it firſt wavplanted without the Magiftratos hand, and the more they 
plucked at it, ſo.mpch the more RilLicflouriſhed, fo. itewill be © che endof the 
world and whenſoexer Governouts have mind to try\for it,it will by cheſame 
means and method ſfooncr»e later foil them, but if they: have a:mind m_—_— 
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of their. Pcr(ecutors. 
-But-the Truth is that, even inthofe times which fome men now, -as oft as it 
is for their advantage, do conſecrate under the name of Primitive, the Chriſti 
ans were become guilty of thcir own puniſhment,and had it not been,as is moſt 
uſual, that the more Sincere Profeſſors ſuffered promiſcuouſly for the Sins and 
Crimes of thoſe that were Carnal and Hypocrites, thetr Perſecutors may be 
looked uponas having been the due Adminiſtrators of God's Juſtice. For ( not 
to go deeper) if we coulider but that which is reckoned the Tenth Perſecution. 
under. Dioclcfian, ſo incortigible were they after nine preceding, what other 
could be expected when, as Ewſebius |. 3: C. 1. ſadly laments, having related 
how before tbat the Chriflians lived 'in great truſt and reputation in Conrt, the 
Biſhops of each Church were beloved, efteemed and reverenced by all mankind ayd 
by ,the Prcfidents of the Provinces, the Meetings in all the Cities were ſo many 
and numerous, that it was neceſſary and allowed them to ered in every one _ſya- 
ciews. .and. goodly. Churches, all things went on proſperonſly with them, and to 
fuch an beight that #« enviouw Man could difturb them, no Devil could burt 
chem, as loug as walking yet worthy of tboſe mercies they were under the Al- 
mighty's care and protefiion : after that aur affairs by that too much 'Librrty, 
degenerated into Luxury: and Lazineſi, and ſome proſecuted" ethers with 'Hz- 
tred and Contumely, and almoſt all of us wounded our ſetors with the weapons 
of tbe Tongue in ill language when Biſhops ſet upon Biſhops, and the people that 
belonged. to one of them flirred Sedition againſt the people of another > then bir- 
rible: Hypocrifie. and Difumulation . ſprung up--t0 the utmoft' txtremity bf' Malice, 
and the Fudgment of -God, while yet-there was liberty to mtet in Congregations, 
dis ſenfibly. and. by ſteps begin to viſe tw, the Perſecution at firſt diſcharging it 
_ ſelf upon our Brethren 4bas. were in the Army. But we having no feeling of th 
hand of God, not. indeavonring to make onr peace with bim, and living as if we 
believed that God did neither tahe notice of. our Trauſgreſſions nor would viſit is 
for them, we beaped up Iniquity upon Iniquity. © And theſe which ſcemed' tobe 
onr. Paſtors, kicking underfoct the rules of | Piety, were' inflamed ' among thein- 
felves with mutual Contextion, and while they 'minded nothing elſe 'but to ex- 
aggerate their Quarrels, Threats, Emmlatiou, 'Hatred and Exminies, "and ear+ 
xejily each of them. pmeſwed' bis. particular - Ambition in - @ Tyraumicul manytr, 
then- indued. whe Lord, then 1 ſay, according to the voice of 4be Priphet Jererty, 
be. covered the Dayghtes:of Sion with a cloud in bir 'anger,'- antl cot down from 
-kleaven wato earth the: branty of 'Uracl, and remembred not bis fiodftool tht 
day of 'bis angers And: (6 the pious Hiſtorian! pathertically goes 60; and de 
4 % | plores 
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i: ering g lirily to "the Rules of Nha [Sk Rn pov acquired antithoyed, 
$ M had now forfeited and ſmaitly & Jelervedly ſuffered whidet Dhoelefian's perſe. 


ou. Agd | it was 8. ſevere one the longeſt too that ever happencd,ten years fror 


1 A bog zinving of it, and continued by others ; by which time one might have 


ought the Church would have been ſufficiently winnowed, and no ing $ng 
ut the pure Wheat, whereas it provedquite contrary, and the holicſt ani 


' moſt conſtant of the Chriſtians being blown away by Martyrdom, it ſcern'd b 


the ſucceeding times, as if nothing but the Chaff and the Tares had remain 


Fat ttiere was yet ſuch a Seed left i and notwithſtanding the defeQtion'of mary; 


internal a vertue in the Religion it (elf, that Divclefian could no longer ftan 
agaloſtie, and tired out in twoyears time, was glad to berake him(elF from 
rooting out Chriſtianity, togardening, and to fow,Pot-hetbs at Satona. And 
he with his Partner Mexiziazas, rcligned the Empire to Galerius and' Con- 
fantie, the excellent Father of a more glorious and Chriſtian Son, Conftar- 
tive the Great, who in due ſeaſon ſucceeded him, and by a chain of God's ex- 
traotdinary pr pr ovidence, ſcerned to have been let down from Heaven to be the 
= gs of the whole World, and as] may fay, the Univerſal Apoſtle of Chri: 

anity. 

Itisunexpreſlible the vertue of jthat Prince, his Care, his Indulgence, his 
Liberality, his own Example, every thing that could poſſibly rehd ” the! pto- 
ttotion and incouragemnent of cru Religion and Picty. And in ord; 5s She 
he thought he'could'not do better, neither indeed could he, then to (h + 
culiar relpe& to the Cler anc q bills, providing  larg gely for the far wy u 
liſtence; had they too on cir zrt behaved then ves wor y of thef {yh 
Calling, and known £6 nlakie4 big e uſe of the advantages of bis Bolintyr ro.t 
ſatne ends that they were by hit intended. For if tht Apoltle, r Jim. 's; 7: [;h - 
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bition, 'then, in Contentioh, next. in Iinpoſition, and after theſe Symptomy 
broke out at lalt like a Plague-Sore Lot A Perſecution. They the Biſhops who 
began to vouch themſelves the Succeflors of Chrift, or at leaſt of his Apoflles, 
yet pretended to be Heirs and Executors of the Fewiſh High Piicſts , and the 
Heathen Tyrants, and were ready to prove the Will, The Ignorant. Jews and 
Infidels underitood not how to Perſecate, had no Commiſſion to meddle with 
Religion, but the Biſhops had ſtudied the Scriptures, knew better things, and 
the rag which was Cruelty and Tyranny in the Heathns, if doneby a Chri- 
fiian and Eccleſiaſtical hand, was allowed te be Church-government, and the 
care of a Dioceſs, But that I may not ſeem to (peak without book, or out-run 
the Hiſtory, I (hall return to proceed by thoſe degrees I newly mention'd; 
whereby the Chriſtian Religion was uſurped upon, and thoſe things became 
their crime which were their duties. EE ” 
The firſt was the Ambition of the Biſhops,which had even before this, taken 
i!s riſc, when inthe intervals of che former Perfccutions the Picty of the Chri- 
ſtians had laid out ample proviſions for the Church 3 but when Conſtantine not 
only reſtored thoſe which had been atl confiſcate under Diocleſian, but was 
every day adding ſome new Poſlcſſion, Priviledge, or Honour, a Biſhoprick be- 
came very defirable, and was not only « Good Work, but a Good Thing, elpe- 
cially when there was no danger of paying as it was uſual, formerly their Firft- 
fruits to the Emperor by Martyrdom. The Arts by which Ambition climes, 
are Calumny, Cruelty, Bribery, Adulation, allapplycd in their proper places 
and ſeaſons; and when the man hath attained his end, he ordinarily ſhows 
himſelf then in his colours, in Pride, Opiniaſtry, Contention, and all other re- 
 Quiſite or , incident il] Qualities, ' And if the Clergy of thoſe times had ſome 
enore dextrousand innocent way than this of managing their Ambition, it is 
to be lamented inter Artes Deperdiaus, or lies enviouſly hid by ſome muſty 
Book-worm in his private Library, But ſo much I tind, thatboth before, and 
then, and after. they caſt ſuch Crimes at one another, that a Man would ſcarce 
think he were reading an Hiſtory of Biſhops, but a Legend of Devils: aid cach 
took ſuch care to blacken his adverſary, that he regarded not. how he ſmutted 
himſelf chereby, and his own Order, to the Laughter or Horror of the by-ltan- 
ders. And one thing I remark particularly, that as Son of a Whore is the mo- 
dern Word of Reproach among the Laity, of the ſatne uſe then among the 
Clergy was Heretick. There were indeed Hereticks as well 'as there arc By- 
_ Rards, and perhaps it was net their fault, (heither of *cm could help ir) but the 
Mothers or.the Fathers 3 but they made ſo. many Hereticks in thole days, that 
*tis hard to thiok they really believ'd thetn ſo, bat adventur'd the Name only 
topick a Quarrel. And one thing that makes it very ſuſpicious, is, that in 
Eccleſiaſtical Hliftory,the Ring-leader of anyHerefic is for the moſt part acculed | 
of having a mind tobe 2 Biſhop, though it was not the way to cpme tot, , As 
there wasthe damnable Herelie, of the Nevetians, again(} which Gouflewin 
. notwithſtanding his Declaration gf general Jr p6.018 e at:hjs Ki in, 
_ thortly after To tncenled,, that he publiſh | ſevere 'P g- 


* 
- - _" 


* TASEDY x 


348 


PROTO Ro oo 1b. L 
ts a Bebo HEB ot : 
: AE pf Me eo va 
® 2; IS uh! bd & 
ou 


Y {8s £4. Fl CO Lf rn LR" ; . RO WeNS "* 4 I aa pr Preka XIE 7-1 IF. La LIES "TX 7, OT INE? ; 
Pos,” _ : 5 : , ne , . - _ ; 7 ; -S NWI 5 TS a: ibs. $29 v 
> 4 3 : A - « © Ez Pe. Þ.3; - Ls ” Wk 
— 0 £ c : ”— F $4 " W 
OI £ he REY K-5- 
5k ; «4 Py o >; _ oF 
% Tf = . C ; h - WE 4 
F a - __ 
. * 4 . DG” 
2 4 7 
4 * 9 RY : « : , 1.4% 
n ting all t Ir n not E 
F hy ; . 


Page 
vY 
# 
4 
. "» 
a 
p 


the very leaſt, Shire of Italy, 
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| FTI | 
againſt Altar? A Condeſcenſion which. as our Non-conforwilts (eerti rit'yy/* | 
defire or think of, ſo the Wiſdom of theſetinies would, Ifappoſe, judge to be” 
very unreaſonable, bur rather that'it wer fit to take the'other courle;, avt*! 
that whatfocvet advantage the Religion might probably receive trom their Dy. 
rine and'party; *tis better to ſuppreſs them, and make havock both of theix- 
Eftates and Perſons. But however, the Hereticks in Conflantine's time had the 
Ic6 reaſon to complain of i}] meaſure, feeing it was that the Biſhops mcted by 
arhong themſelves. I paſs over that Controverlie betwixt Cecilianns, the - 
Biſhop of Carthage, and his adherents, with another ſet of Biſhops there in 
Africk 3; upon which, Conftautixe ordered ten of each party to apprar before” 
Milriatles, the Biſhop'of Rome, and bthers to have it decided. Yetaſter they 
had: given Scnrence, Conftantine found it neceflary to have a Council for @ re- 
view of the buſineſs, as in his Letter to Chreſts the Bilhop of Syracaſe, Euſch. 
l. tC. .6. WYhereas feveral have formerly ſeparated from the Catholick Heyeſie, 
(for'that word was not'yet fo ill- nattired, but that 1t might ſometimes be uſed 
In-its proper and good Senfe: J) ;3nd then relates his Commiſſion to the Bifhop : 
of Rome, ard others, But forafmuch as fome having been careleſs of thetr own ſal- 
vation, and forgetting the reverence due to that moſt holy Herefie (again) will not yer 
Liy down their enmity, nor admit the ſentence that hatb been given, obſtinately affirm-' 
ing, that they were but a few that pronounced tbe Sentence, and that they did it- 
very precipitarely, before they had duly enquired of the matter ; and from thence 
it hath bappened, that both they who ougbt to ks 1 a brotberly and unanimons 
agreement together, do abominably and flagitiouſly deiſſut from one another 3 and 
fnch whoſe minds are alienated from the mofl b:ly Religion, do make a mockery 
both of it and them. Therefore I, &c. have commanded: very many Biſhips 
ont of innumerable places to meet at Arles, that what ought- to bave been 
quieted' upon the former Sentence prononnced. may. now. at leaft be determi- 
ed, &c.. and you tobe one of them, and therefore Þ baze ordered the Prefedt' 
of Sicily to furniſh you with one of the publith, $tage-Coacher, and Jo maſty. Ser-" 
vant, oc | | 
' Such was the uſe then of Stage-Coaches, Poſt-Horſes, and Cotncils, to the 
great diſappointment and grievance of the many.z both Men and Horſes, 'and* 
' Either being hackney-jaded, and worn out upon the errand of ſvime conttn-' 
tions andobſtinate Biſhop. So went the Aﬀairs hitherto, and thns well difpoſtd* 
and*prepared were the Biſhops to receive the Holy Ghoſt a fecont time, at the 
great any fiſt general Council of Nice, which is ſo much Celebratcd:. TT 
' The occafians of calling it were'two. The fizſt a moſt important queſtion, 
in which the Wit and Piety.of- their Predeccſſors, and n6w theirs ſucceſſively 
| had beech much'excrciſedand taker wup*t*that was 'upon what day they ought 
to keep'Fafter * which though jt were nd poitit of. Fait®that'ir (ibuld be Kept - 
tall, yet the verycatendary'of it, way controverted>withithe fare zeal," unif 
miadeas heavy'ado inthe @hlirth, as if both parties hath” Hererfickts, © Anif | 
it is xeckonee'by the Church Hifiorians,'as one'bf the ehicFfeligities of Conflan* 
ines Empire, to-tnve'quicted it! tHit Council chis main [3 kberſie *F 
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he it, 'a Mmattex ofithe greateſt, aday aven _—_ the Chris, © - 
tip Religion 3, one. Arrixs having, - a9 is xelated,.$0the difjurbance of the iN 
| Ghar, arxed a mg pernicious opjniop in the point altha Txjning-,Tberen — þ 
kg fremallparto gl the Eaopyres they, mat; cogethet., at. the City-of, Niees ttwa - © 
| bugdred and tfty Biſhops, and bettexy ah, Ewſebjur,aigoodly companys thn + 
andred and cightecu ay athass;;, and ghoAnimadycrer.toos mith-tharpithy, — 
rmak, p- 23. Equal almoſt to the number, of Servanty,bredup inthe Hauſe. of 
Abraham. The Emperour had accommodated, them;every where, with the 
publick Polts, or laid Horſes all along for the convenience of theix journey thi- 
thers and 811 the time, they. were. there, ſupplied chemabundanuly with all ſorts 
of pzoviſion at his ewnichargss, ; And. when} they were 2ll ficht afſembled: in 
Council, in the great Hall of che Imperial Palace, he came in, having put on;his 
beſt Clothes, to make. his Gueſts welcome; and ſaluted then with that pro» 
found humility, as if chey all had been Emperors, nos. would fit, down. in_hig 3 
Throne 3 no, it was 2 very lictle and low ſing], gill they; had all beckoned'and = 7 
' made {igns to:hjm to fic down. , No wonder. it the, faſt Council-of ,Nice rug R. 
inthcir.heads ever.after,, and the ambitious Cicrgy,. like thoſe who, have been 
long a thirſt, took ſo much of Conſtanttves kindnels,, that 'they.are ſcarce came 
tothemſclves again, aftcr ſo many Ages. - The firit thing was thathe acquajn- 
ted them with che cauſes of his flymmoning them thither, and'iina grave and 3 
- moſt Chriſtian diſcourſe jexborvedebom i £0keepthe peagepr,/ tq.a goochagroenttant 4 
a5 there was realop. . For ( laith-Ruffity b» Js C: 2+: the Biſbyps biting where fro Y 
almoft all parts, aud as thrywſe to de; bringing thein quarrels; ahow fevepal-neaviens 4 
along with them, every one of them was:at4he; Emptronr, offering pivs|Prevons} tay = 
ing out oxe anotbeys faults, (tor. all-the good advice he hadigiven them) endwere 
mare intent wpan theſe thingy than pox the buſineſs tvey were ſent fore. | But be, ,can-. 
| fudering that by theſe Scoldings and Bickgrings, the meiniaffair mu fiuftrattdinaþt- 
 brinted'a ſez day þy.xbich all the, 8iſpaps-fpauld bring; him oe qe pc 9p mah 
they bad againſt one ayotber.. And they. being. all-bxgpght, ihe mage them-ilae - 
high Afiatick Complement :- Gad bath made you Prigts, and-batbigizenon proer 
' to judge me, and therefore it 3s in you'to judge me righteouſly> | but you _—— , 


ed by any men. It is God only can judge you, and ther fore reſerue all aur, Yo I 
bis Tribuzal. + Far you are 5. Gods tq.me, : and it if not canveuiens that 6.171 feonld * 4 
Judge of Gods, hut. be only of whorn,iti mtittgus; Grad ſanding ipthsCpogrtega 
tion of the Gods, and diſcexoeth in the: mjdf, pf:them,;;; dnditherefare (@ung 4 


 ubeſe, tDingsi. aſide , apply yawr:. minds. :withows; ary cfeption [40 the auneets- - 
ments of Gods Religions. ; ; And (0. without, opening. reogung ane Petter com- 
_ mended 1þews qlltogeaber. to be.bures thets whiq preſences.,u, hn aq on,of [ 
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rect to moſt of the Bilhops pilates, thac they belicv'd'it, 2nd. could neves © 
think of them afterwards; but their teeth watereds and they ruminared 
long on them, that Confajrtine's Succefſfors came too late ro repent it, But 
now: the Biſhopshaving miſt ot their great end of quarelling one with another: 
betake' themſelves, thougly-ſomwhar'aukwardly to buſineſs. ' And'it isne. - 
celſaty to mine,thatas ſhortly a poſſible for che underſtanding of it, I givez 
curſary account of Alexdnder and Arrins, with ſome few others that were the 
moſt interefled in that general and fiſt great revolution of Eccleliaſtical Aﬀairs, 
Gince the days of the Apoſtles. This Alcxender was the Biſhop of Alexaudris, 
atid appears tb have betn'a pious old Man, but not equally prudent, nor in 
Divine thivgs of the moſt capable, nor in conduQing the affairs of the Church, 
very dextrous3 but he was the Biſhop. This charaQer that I have given of 
him, I am the more confirm'd in from ſome paſſages that follow, and all of 
them pertinent to the matter before me, They were uſed, Sozom. l. 2. c, 16, 
at Alexandria, to keep yearly a ſolemn Feſtival to the memory of Peter, one 
of their former Biſhops, upon the fame day that he (ſuffered Martyrdom ; which 
Alexander having Cdebrated at the Church, wich publick Devotion, was 
fitting after at home, expecing (ome gueſts to dine with him, Soxom.l. 2, 
C.16, Ashe was alone, and looking towards the Sea-fide, he ſaw a pretty 
way off, the Boys upon the Beach, at an odd Recreation, imitating ic ſeems 
the Rites of the Church, and Office of the Biſhops 3 and was much delighted 
with the ſight, as long as it appear'd an innocent and harmleſs repreſentation; 
But when he obſerved them at lafi how they acted, the very adminiſtrationof 
the Sacted Myſteries, he was much eroubled ; and. ſending for ſome of the 
chicfof his Clergy, cauſed the Boys to be taken and brought before him. He 
asked them particularly what kind of ſport they had been at, and what the 
words, and what the actions were that they had uſed 1n it. - Aﬀter their fear 
had hindred them a while from anſwering, and now they were afraid of bei 
-Glent, (thy confeſs'd 'that a Lad of their Play-fcllows, one Hrbaneſins, had 
Baptized fome of them-that were not yer Initiated- co thele Sacred Myſteries ; 
:Whereupon Alexander inquired the more accurai: ly what the Bithop of the 
me had ſaid, and what hedid to the Boys he t1ad bapiizcd, what they alſo 
ad anſwered or learned fiom him. - At lati, when Alexander perceiv'd by 
them, chat this Pawn biſhop had made all his rca1oves right, and that the 
whole Eccleſtaſtica)Order and Rites had been duely abſcrved in their Interlude, 
 heby the advice of his Prieſtsabout him, approved of that- Mock-bpt ifm, and 
' determined that the Boys, being once in the ſimplicity of their mind: dipped wn the 
DivineGrace, ought wot to be Re-baptizzed, but he pertcRed it with the remain- 
ing Myſteries, which it is only-lawfal for Pricſts to adminiſter. ' And then he 
- delivered Arbaxgfih and the reft of the Boys that had acted the parts of Pres- 
- byrers and Dearonz, totheir Parents; callidg God to witncls, that they thould 
” be Educated in the Miniſtry of the Church, that they might pals their lives in 
Garcalling which they had choſen. by imitation.' Butes for Atbanefiw, in 3 


« 


\ hor whit after, Alexander took him tolive with him, and be his Searetery, 
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Fa rar ror rh — yt orerdig Arran 
by Pricfts, ana tbe' re s Clergy togetder, and fel on 'Pbils we dbpis 
among them, but ſomtbing more ſobny and curiouſly: though Idave lay he meant 
' noharm) than was wſual; concerning the Holy Trinity; Amuwng thereſt, one 
Arriw, a Prieſt too of Alexandria, was there pretent, a Man whos deſcribed 
| to have been a good Diſpurantz and others add, {the Capital accalktions of 
thoſe times ) that he had a mind to have been a Biſhop,ani'bore agreatpique 
at Alexander, for having been preferr'd before him to che/See'of AMlevandriss, 
but more are (ilerit of ary ſuch matter: and Sozomel: 1:0 Lg. lalthy the navin 
great efteem wiah bis Biſhop: But Arrine Socr. |. 1 '£.\3. bearing: bis difcourſ® 6> 
bat the Holy Trinity, and .ube Unity in the Trinity, concerv'd thas,” « he Biſhop 
fatedit, be bad reaſon to ſuſpeft be war introducing afriſh, dito the Chuveb, the He- 
refie of Sabellius tbeAtrican, who Fuzchatur nnam ſd Dean; ita in wcemeſſtnth 
an Trinitatem adducebat,net-aſſtrevet uulans eſſe vere ſubjeanspropritement = 
ſed vomina mutari pro eo atque uſns poſcant,us nuncde ills at'patre,xune- wi fills, unite 
w ſpiritu ſane diſſtrataiy: And thereupon; it ſeems, Arrivs argucd warmly for 
that opinion which was direQtly contrary to:the Africer ,' driving the Bilkop. 
from one to a ſecond, from a ſecond toa third, ſeeming abſurdity, 'which''L 
| Radiouſly avoid the relation of 3 thac'in all theſe things I tnay not giveorcafion. 
forMens underſtandings to, workby their! meniosies, 'and | ro 
err015 by the fame means they were -furfi. vccafion'd, , But heveby- Aryine was: 
himſelf blamed as the maintainer of thoſc ablurdities,7hich he affixed tvithe- 
Biſhops opinion, as is uſual in the heat and wrangie CN » Whereds. 
Truth, for the moſt part; lies in-theaniddle, but rhen ofdimarilyleck for/ivin.. 
= extremities. . Nor: can 1 wonder: that' thole ages _ \& febtile in/ whit. 
they called Herelfiess when being given: to wacddling/wither TIES 
gion, further than chumnane appichenſion, vxidivine revelations didoecookl 
lead them, ſome of the Biſhops were ſo ignotant'abd:grofs,) but others ſo fpe- = 
| Gulative, acute, :and refining in thely conceptions; 'thet there! being mogcover. = 
2 good fat Biſhopricktgbbotin the caſe, if is vather:admivableto me bow ell 
.theClergy from-oneiend to fothers | could eſcape (rom! buitygg'1or being accapN- 
ted Heneticha! - -Alexoniter hereupeny Jog bi vs £) D4.: infiend: of Qin 7-by. 
- Bore pryilent Methids.chis) tie Colcrover®®z vobk. doubtles.on)th/g wely 
.good intention;; « ccourc that hach ſeldom becn-fucceſsfits 2 rakes [hiralelt 
Judge eGthat avhencin hetbicb Setb hor clic Phory, /and callidg/00 hikideme;o- 
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othexth his Elagyordutdflecds freinpublicghntahnvd ofoleiirificty MER: 
wag vs abglat t ap aKecr.j And whit Arrives was uti I6Duoh bad diatun. © 
Aiss:and mo: Mare tonlfioges padge bvbhithdedefhadidiigeitievidorgy gas © 
gedd Rilbopgtatt tis flartlae: hayinow hay, [| neuherodubliteticn is Conithiny | 
ata4ong tirke, aw Hchrhdll:thetbetter:of it ,cburrdoreniines heilldan!dyy did 
ide, and tian dnjtheothet;'and now :incourayg d and) commended "thoſe of © 
one party» andprefeotly the contrary 3; but at lat; bythis awn weight, hewf/ 
the Scales againk Arrives. : And. from tHerite ;forward he excomnmunicatiys: 
Mrrivsgtor-ghllindcyy and. Hriins weiting invwehalt,;and; his tollawers torks 
Piſhaps, eaghcgie). lating hisown, and hig Adverdiaticscaſe,: with che uſd 
 gandor of fagh-mentin ſuch macters 3:.theBiſhopy too all'Sver, began to dividy 
upon it, : and after them ther Peoples + knlomuch, that Conſtantine , our bf | 
true paternal {caſe and care, faund neceflary..tofend a very prudent and'em}.” 
nent Perſanto Alexandria,: ta try if he could accommodate the matter, giyin 
bima Letter to Alezanderiland, Arrive : How difarcet,, how Chniſtian-likk;" 
never .xead. any thing of that nature} equal to ft, it is too long for meticke 08 
iofert ;"but 1 gladdy recprtumend- my Reader taitin the 2.) Euſide vita Conft, 
G 67; wherehe begins, cI.-underfiand- the. foundation of the Controverfie"to-ham 
bern thit,, Thas. thou Alexander drdjt inquire 1of thy Pritfte. concerning a paſſage in 
ahe Scripture. nay, didjt ack, them concerning s frivoloxt quillet of z queſtion, whit 
| was tachof tbein epinions :' Ad thou &rxiud didft inconfiderttely babble what thek 
Aeither at. the beginning vonldjt;conedives and 5f 'tdue-hadjt conceived ſ5, ought 
Not: £9. ayevented, tre ds 00-03 1a. d7 R Lv \8 IUL.! x. 09 5.49 I IOEE on | 
+. But the Clergy having -got !this:onoe inthe windzi chere was ns deatiby 
them. off the ſcent, -Which induced Conflaytine to think the'convening of 
[this'Coupcilche' only zemedy: to theſe diſorders. And a wotulado he hal 
;with them, wheathty. were-tnet 'to manage:and-keep them in any tolerable 
dectrens. » It. come ike: am 1ExcicfiaſticalcCookepit, and. a man:mighthuve 
aid wagers eithes wy , the two: paitins contending in: goodaarnefly 'eirditr 
Harcthetriſth ot the victory; bug the wwdrcfunconcern's, like cunning Beeftrs, 
fate judiciouſlyhedgitg, and © ordercd tlicir matter; that whict fide ſoewir 
;Prevail'd} 'they would befure to be theWinmers. | They ;werc- indeed a' mit - 
*yencrable Aſſembly, compaltd of; ome Holy; ſome Grave, forme Wile, antl 
-(6mo of them:L.edrned pcrtoas Am Gorfignine:chad! fo chatitablydiirat. the 
:acculations they iheendedraghink one; anothpr; whichcinight ortierwiſe have 
depopwlated and difpicittd the Council,. that-alt of :theav may. be preſuinddh - 
one ogothes_reſpet; t0' have. mpde 2a great Charadter! i Bur Loblerve Sth 
.L $6; 26--that theſe :great:Bitbops ;>)akhough:: they 'only had the ' deciſive = 
-Ng3ces, yetdthoughtitic to bring alaig avich them, xdreain moenchiar were outs = 
Diygaruv Argent, £0 bs auxbliary. tort whon'itcanidto kad anattough | 
_\Qupugttions»beldes, that thity:had: their Pric fiidnd Dirkcorls readyurt a dev © 
_ iiglways:20 aid ctheine Bb theb!(hein rigddefiandings ſeemidb ef bed» | 
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Wnter, being his Deacon, (for a$ yet it ſeeths Arch-biſhops nor Arch= 
þds were iftvented.) Arid it is not improbable chat Arbavafias having fo 
ty perſonated the Biſhop, and ſeeing the declining age of Mevander, would 
batcfol that Arrize ſhould not ftep betwixe him and hotfie upoti vdcarity; 
wedid his beſt againſt him to bat up his way, as it ſhortly after happened 3 
Mhrafins ſucceeding after the Couticil in the Set of Alexandria, In the mean 

ite you may imagine Fypeſtafis, Perſona, Snbſtantia, Subſitentia, Eſſentis, 

(ifeatialis, Cnfubſantialis Ante ſzcula Coxternus, &c. were by fo many Dil- 

etanes pick*d to the very bores, and choſe too btoken afterwards, to cothe to 

fe mittow of Divinity. And hever had Conflantine in his life, fo hard a 

8, a5to bring them to any rational refults; Meekly ad patiently, Euſcb. 

[z.t; 13. de vita Conſt. Jiftuing to ewry one, taking every mans opinion, aud 

dithout the acrimany with which it was delivered, helping each party where they diſ- 

, reconciling them by degrees when they were in th erceſt Conttntion, tonfer= 
tg ith them apart comrteonſly and mildly, teBing them what ras bid orvn opiniion of 
fr matter : Which though fome exceptious perſons thay alleadfe to have been 

#zinft che nature of a free Council, yet truly, unlefs he had taken that courſe, 

[atnot imagine how poſlibly he conld ever have brought chetn'to any con= 

dufion, And thus this firſt, great, general Council of Nice, with which the 

world had gone big fo long, and which look'd fo big upon all Chriſtendom, 
pt was brought in bed 3 and after a very hard labour , deliverd of He- 

Waſte ge” 
"They all ſubſcrib'd io the New Creed, except fome ſeventeen, whio it ſeems 
ad rdcher to be Herericks than Biſhops. - For now the Anathenis's were pub- 

led, and whoever held the contrary, was to be puniſh'd by Deprivation and 
knihment, all Arrian Books to be burned 3 and whoever ſhould be diſco« 
rd to conceal any of Arrius his writings, to dic for it. But it fared very 

well with'thoſe who were not ſuch fools as to own his opinion. All they were 
ttertain*d by che Emperor at a magnificent Feaſt 3 receiv'd frorh bis hand 
th Prcfents, and wete honourably difmiſt, with Letters recommending 
fiir great Abilities and performance to the Provinces, .and enjoyning the 

Nie Creed to be henceforth obſerved. With that firoke of the Pep. Socr.” 

I. C. 6. For what three bundred Biſhops have agreed on, (a thing indeed extra- _ 

tdinary) oxght x01 to be otherwiſe conceiv'd of than as the decree of God Almighty, 


vw 


Weclilly ſeeing tbe Holy Ghoſt did fit upon the minds of ſuch and ſo excellent men, 


open; 4 bis divine will ts them. So that they went I trow with attple fatis- 
Won; and; as they'coyld not but rake the Emperor for a very civil, . gone- 
nz, and obligiig Gentleman, fo they thought the better of themlcTves from 


Fitdey torward.' /And how budge maſt they look when they returned back 


ir Diactfſcs, raving every one of*crti been 'a principat limn, of the Occame- 
oRealleaT, Callie Orthodox Councit ! 'When ' the 'Catachreſtical 
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this of the; Chutch (arid, theCletgy were [o' appropriate to them by cuftorm 
fa the Cheiſtian people had relioquithed or- forgotten theit clin ; whed 
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 - every Hare that crofſcd their-way homeward, was a Schiſmatick or an Heee 
tick; and if their Horſe flumbled. with one of them, . he incurr'd an Ang. 
thema. Well it was that their journeys lay ſo many ſeveral ways, for they 
were grown ſo cumberſom and great, that the Emperor's high.way was toc 
- narrow for any twoof them, and there could have been no paſſage without the 

removal of a Biſhop.. But ſoon after the Council was over, Euſebiu the Bi. 
ſhop of Nicomedia, and - Theognis the Biſhop of Nice, who were already re. 
moved, both-by Baniſhment, and two others put in their places, were quickly 
teſtor'd upon their Petition z wherein they ſuggeſted the cauſe of their not 
Signing ta have been only, becauſe they thought they could not with a fafe 
Conſcience ſubſcribe the Anathe:na againſi Arriws, appearing to them both by 
his writings, his diſcourſes, and Sermons, that they had been Auditors of, 
not to be guilty of thoſe errors. As for Arrins himſelf, the Emperor quickly 
Wrote to him. Tt is now a confiderable time ſince 1 wrote to your Gravity to come 
to my Tents, that you might enjoy my Countenance, fo that I can ſcarce wonder 
ſufficiently why you have ſo long delaid it : therefore now take one of the publich 
Coaches, and make all ſpeed to my Tents, that , baving bad experience of my 
' kindueſs aud affettion to you, you' may return into your own Country, God pre 
ſerve you muſt dear Sir. Arrius hereupon ( with his Comrade Exzgins ) comes 
to Conftantine's Army, and offers him a Petition, with a confeſſion of Faith 
that would have paſs'd very well before the Nicene Council, and now ſatisfied 
the Emperor, Secr. |. 1.c. 19, & 20. inſomuch that he writ to Atbanaſins,now 
Biſhop of Alexandria, to receive him into the Church : but Arbanaſy 
was of better mettle than ſo, and abſolutely refus'd it. Upon this Conflantize 
writ him another threatning Letter: J/ben you have underſtood bereby my ples- 
ſure, ſee that you afford freeentrance into the Church, to-all that dekire it; for 
if I ſhall underſtand that any who deſires to be admitted into the Church,ſhould 
be either hindrcd or forbidden by you, I will ſend ſome one of my Servantsto 
remove you from your Degree, and place another in your ſicad. Yet Atbs 
waſiusliood it out till, though other Churches received him into Communion: 
and the Heretick Novatzs could not have been more unrelenting to lapled Clul- 
ſtians, than he was to Arrive. But this, joyned with other crimes, which were 
laid to Athanafiws his charge» at the Council of Tyre, (though I ſuppoſe in- 
deed they were forged) made Athanafins glad to fly for it, and remain the 
frft time in exile. Upon this whole matter, it is my impartial opinion that 
Arrins, or whoſoeverelſe were guilty of teaching and publiſhing thoſe errors 
whereof he was accuſed, deſerved theutmoſt Severity, which confifts withtht 
Chriſtian Religion. And ſo willing I have bcen to think well of Atbangmy 
and ill of the other, that I have on purpeſe avoided the reading, as Idotls 
naming of a book thatI have heard, tells the ſtory quite otherwiſe, and hay 
only made uſe of the current Aiſtorians of thoſe times, who all of them, teh 
againſt the Arrians. Only I will confels, that as in reading @ pArtiCUar mane; 
xy at adventure, a man finds him{dlf jnclinable'to favour the weakerpath 


eſpecially. if the. Conqueror appear inſolent 3 ſo have I beey affeRted ip reach 
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a Anthors, which does but reſemble the reaſonable pity 'that men erdina= - © 


> lave too, for thoſe, who though for an erroneous Conſcience, ſuffer undef 
\Chiiftian Magiſtrate, And as ſoonas T come 6 Conftaxtins, 1 ſhall for' that. 
jaſon change my compatſion,' and be doubly engaged on the Orthodox party. 
Jt as to the whole matter of the Council of Nice, I muſt crave liberty to ſay, 
tutfrom one end tothe other, though the beſt of the kind, ic ſeems to me to 


re been a pitiful humane buſineſs, attended with all the ill cixcumftances of _ | 


aher worldly affairs, conducted by a ſpirit of ambition -and contention, the 
{ſand ſo the greateſtOccumenical blow that by Chriſtians was given to Chri- 
favity. And it is not fromany ſharpneſs of humor that Idifcourſe thus freely 
CThings and Perſons, much lcfs of Orders of men otherwiſe venerable, but 
tat where ought is extolled beyond reafor, and to the prejudice of Religion, 
tisneceſſary to depreciate it by true proportion. -It_ is not their cenſuteiof 
traxiſm, ox the declaring of their opinion in a controverted point. tothe 
kſtof their underſtanding, (wherein to the (malnefs of mine, they appear to 
weight upon the truth, had they likewiſe upon the meaſure ) that could 
tire. moved me (0 tell ſo longa ſtory, or bring my (clf within the danger and- 
anof any captious Reader, ſpeaking thus with great liberty of mind, but lictle 
ancern for any prejudice I may receive, of things that are by ſome men Ido- 
Red, But ic is their Impoſition of a new Artide or Creed upon the Chrifti- 
nworld, not being cantained in expreſs words of Scripture, to be believed 
ith Divine Faith, under Spiritual and Civil Penalties, contrary co the Privi- 

wges of Religion, and their making a Precedent follow'd and improv'd by. 
Ulucceeding Ages for moſt cruel Pexſecutions, that only could animate me. 
ldigging thus for a new deduRion, they undermined the fabrick of Chriſti- 
aity, to frame a particular DoQcine, they departed from the general Rule of 
ir Religion 3 and for their curiolity about an Article concerning Cbrift, they. 
Mlated our Saviour's firſt Inſtitution of a Church, not ſubje& toavy Addition 
£ matters of Faith, nor liable.co Compullion, either in Belicf or in PraQice.- 
licbe it from me-in the event, as it is from my Intention, to derogate from the - 
authority of any of thoſe Creeds or Confeſſions of Faith that are receiv'd: 
our Church upon clear agreement with the Scripture : nor ſhall I therefore, 
wks ſome mens impertinence and indiſcretion hercafter oblige me, pretend to - 
uy further knowledg ,of what in thaſe particulars appears in the ancient Hi- 
ltries. - But certainly ifany Creed had been Neceſſary, :or at the leaſt Necef- 
A to have been Impoſed, our Saviour himſelf would not. haveleft his Churcty . 


0 litute in a thing of that momenxg. Or however, after the Holy Ghoſt, upon -. 


Wdeparcure, was deſcended upon the-Apoſtle, and They the Elders and Bre- 
ren (for ſo, it, was then) were aſſembled in a legitimate Council at Feruſa- 
it would have ſeemed good ta the Holy Gboft and them, to. have ſaved the 


3 WY ovogil of Nee that Jabour,, or at leaſt the Apoſile Pax), Cor. 12+ 2. and 4: 


tg 245 cangbt up into Paradiſe, and begrd nnſpeckable words, which it is not 
oſt 978% for any man to _witer, having thereby a much better opportunity than 
x1, to know the Dotrine of the Trinity, would not have been want- 

| | : C2: 10g 


Ing, thrawgb tbe abundance of that revelation, 'to form a Creed for the Church, 
fufficient to. have put that buſineſs beyond controverſie. | Eſpecially fee; 
Hereſics were ſprung up ſo carly,. and he foreſaw- others, and therefore dos 
preſcribe the method how they are to be dealt with, but no Crecd that I read 
of. [ERIC h 


Shall any ſort of men preſume to interpret thoſe words, which to him were 
unſpeakable, by a Gibbriſh of their lmpoling, and force-every man toCane 
after them, what'it is not lawful for any man to utter? Chrift and his Apoliles 
ſpeak articulatcly enough in the Scriptures, : without any Creed, as much. 2s 
we are or ought to be capable of. And the Migiſiry of the Goſpel is uſcful and 
molt neccflary, if it were but to prel(s us' to the reading of them, toilluſirate 
one place by the authority of another, to joculcatethole duties which are there- 
in required, quickning us both to Faith and PraQtice , and ſhowing within 
what. bounds they arc both circumſcribed by our Saviour's Do&rine. And 
it becomes every man to beable to give a reaſon and account of his Faith, and 
tO be ready todo it, without officioully gratifying thole'who demand ie only to 
take advantage : and the more Chriſtians can agree 3n one confethon of Faith, 
the better. But that we ſhould believe ever the more for a Creed, 'itcannct 
be expected. In thoſe days, when Creeds were moſt plenty and in tahion, 
and every one had them at their fingers end, *twas the Bible that brought in 
the Reformation. ?Tis true, a man. would not ſtick to take two or three 
Creeds for anced, rather than want a Living; and ita man have not a good 
{wallow, *tis but wrapping them up ina Liturgy, like a Wafer, and the whole 
doſe will go down currently ; eſpecially if he wink at the ſame time, and yive 
his Aﬀent and Conſent without ever looking on them. - Bur without jelting, 
for the matter is too (zrious. Every mar. is bound to work owt bis own Salve 
tion with fear and trembling, and therefore to uſe all helps poſlible for his belt 
fatisfaQion 3 hearing, conferring, reading, praying for the aſlitiance of God 
Spirit : but when he hath-done this, he 1s his own Expoſitor, his ownboth 
Minificr and People, Biſhop and Dioceſs, his own Council ; and his Conſc- 
ence excuſing or condemning him, accordingly he eſcapes or incurs hisont 
Internal Anathema. So that when it comes once to'a Creed, made and In- 
Roled by.other men as a matter of Divine Faith, the Caſe grows very delicatei 
while hecannot apprehend, though the Impoſer may, that all therein is clr- 
Iy contained in Scripture, and may fear, being caught. in the exprefſions, te 
eblige himſelf to a latitude or reftrition, further than comports with hiso#7 
Enſe and judgment. A Chriſtian of horiour, when it comes' to this ones, 
will weigh every word, cvery ſyllable; nay further, if he conſider that the 
great buſineſs of this Council of Nice was but one finglc Letter of the Alphabet, 
about the inſerting or omitting of an Tots. There muft beceither that rail: 
neſs in the Foxm of ſucha Creed, as I dareſay, nomen in the worldever Wd | 
orever will be able to-modulate : or ele this ſcrupulous private judgment 
be admitted, or otherwiſe all Creeds become meer infirmments of Equiv0 
tion or Pexſecution.. And I muftconfeſs, when Lhave ſometimes conſider 
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ontraty--.of the Epilcopazians,: and . the conſcientiouſnels of both;' E have 

though; that qux Church Was BE weve the difference with them aboue 

Ceremonies, au try.if Pap c Cxecds, which were both the more honou« 

rable way, an Top i | the mechod af the ancient Councils, and yet 

ey hajrs ly. - For. one chat is a Chriflian in 
rec 
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16, 45.-3n Inhumane and Unchriſtian thing of thoſe Fauh- 
ycx they, be,, that cicher put mens Perſons, or theis Con- 
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lence to*?em, nor was thereany fulle Article in it. -' And difegur tg n6wW with" 
one, and then another of 'em in particular, andthe Emperoxtelling them this 
is my opinion, I underſtand it thus 3 and afterwards deUaring” Bis mind-fre. 
quently to them in publickz no force netthier,** 'Ay , but there*was # fhiews/ 
way of perſuaſion in it. AndI would-be glad to know when ever; and Which 
free general Council it was that could properly be' called fo'; 'but was indeed a 
meer Imperial or Eccleſiaſtical Machine, no free agent, but wound up, ſton 
going, and t down by the direQtion and hand of the Workman.  AGeneral 
Free Council is but a word of Art, and: can never' tiappen but under a Fifth 

Monarch, and that Monarch too, to return from Heavett, - The Animadvers 
ter will not allow the ſecond General Council of: Nize t6 have been Free, berauſe 
it was over-aw'd by an Empreſs, and was guilty of# great favilt (which no Coun- 
cil at liberty he (ſaith could have committed) theDecree for worlhipping of 
Images. At this rate a Chriftian may {cuffle however for one point among 
them, and chuſe which Council he likes beſt. But in_ good earneſt, I do not 
ſe but that Conflautine might as well at this firſt Council of Nice,” have negoti- 
ated the Image worſhip, as to pay that ſuperſtitious! oration to the Biſhops, 
and that Profiration co their Creeds was an Idolatry more pernicious1n the 
conſequence, to the Chriſtian Faith, then that under whith they fo lately had 
ſuffer'd Perſecution. Nor can a Council be (aid to havebeerat liberty, which 
lay under (o great and many obligations. - But the Holy-Ghoſt was preſent, 
where there were three hundred and cighteen Biſhops, -and'dire d:them, or 
three hundred. Then, if I had been of their Council, they ſhould have (ace at 
Itall their lives, leſt they (ſhould never fee: him? again alter they: were once 
riſen. But it concerned them to ſettle their Quorum at laft by hisDi@ates; 0+ 
therwiſe no Biſhop could have been abſent or gone forth upon any accuſation, 
but he let him out again : and it bchov'd to be very pandAual in theAtjaytth< 
ments. *Tis a ridiculous conception, and as groſs us to mbkt' him of thefame 
ſubftancewith the Council, Nor needs there aiy-troiper ##gatient of hit ab! 
ſence, then their pretenſe tobe aQuated by him, antlin<doitighuclf Work.” The 
Holy Spirit! If fo many of them, when they got together; a@ed" like rationa] 
men, 'twas enough in all reaſon,. and as much as could-beiexpeRtd. 2 
But this was one affeRation, among many others, whith clie Bifhops took up 
ſo early;; of the liile ; priviledges, powers; al fome:aathiif and geſitires 
peculiar-and'inherent to the Apoſtles, which -«H& miilþhicel td!their own be: 
hoof and uſcage 3 nay, and challenged other ehings As Apdfidlleil{thar were 
direQly contrary to the Dotrine and Pradtice of the Apaſtles. For fo becauſe 
the Holy Spirit did in an extraordinary manner preſide anidig the Holy Apo. 
files at that Legitimate Council of Feruſalem, Adv 15. they; atthouph under 
an ordinary Adminiſtration, -would not go leſs' whatektr2thtie on Cs! thay, 
whereas the Apoſtles, in the drawing up of theiy Decree; &$iRuited 'to'thtin by 
the: Holy Spirit, ſaid {herefore no more but thus? 7#7 Apitles, Elders; und 
Brethren, ſend greeting unto the Brethren of, 8c. Foraſmuch'as'; 8c- It ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt and uz, to lay upon you no greater burtber than +heſe neceſſary 
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"tp 1h de Fo fe. frowmbich Foe hes your ſve, 3 you foal Fa 
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This Council de! nounces, every invention of i its own (far from the Apoſto- | 3 
ſical modeſty,, and the Bile of, the holy Spirit) under no les than an Anathema. A 
Such" was, their arrogating to, thair .inferior degrees, the ſtile of Clergy, till 
uſo hath To much prevailed, that we are ata loſs how to ſpcak properly 
either of. chenarne ox nature of their funion. Whereas the Clergy, in the 
true and.  poſtolica] T;nſe, were only thoſe whom they ſuperciliouſly aways 
call the Laid wy: Th word Tleru being never but once uſed in the New Teſta- 
ment, and in that. ignhcation, and in a very unlucky place too, Pet. 1. 5, 3» 
wherc he is po v peſoves that they ſh1uld not Lord it, or domineer 
over the Chriſtian ople;,C whe Pani? , Or the Lord's Thncs Buc 
havih g uſurp? d. 61 Til: I confeſs they did right to aſſume the Power. But to 
ſpeak & the Prieſthood in that ſtyle which they moſt affe@, if we conlider the 
nature too of.cheir Funtion,what were the Clergy then,but Lay: men diſguis'd, 
dreſt up perhaps ig in another habjt? Did not St. Paul himſclf, being a Yeae- 
maker,rathi T HhanY 7 be id i] or buxthenlome to his People, work of his trade,even 
during hi! Apolifeſh ip, to get hjs living ? But did not theſe, that they mighe | 
negtee) their hd hd ly vocation, ſeek co compaſs ſecular imployments, and Lay: Of 
fices 7. Were OE very many of them, whether one reſp their Vices or Igno» 
Tance, as well qu ualificd as any other to be Lay men? Was it not uſual, as oft 

as they merited. x, to reſtore them, as in the caſe even of the three Biſhops, to 

the Lay -corminivnion ? And whether, if they were(o peculiar from others, did 

the ImpBlirion of the Biſhaps hands, « r_ the lifting up the hands of-the Laity, . 
confer' nidre to that diſtinQion? .And Touſtantine, notwithſtanding his com- 
plernent at the burning of the Biſhops pos thought he might make them, 

and unmake them with the ſame power as he did his other Lay-Officers. But 

if the inferior degrees wers the Clergy, the Biſhops would be the Church : al 
thou gh chat word in the Serjpture-ſenſe, 15 Faperon'y to a Congregation of 
the Exch ful.* And bein by. that. title the on Jy men, in Eccleſiaftical Councils, 
thei When they were once a ſembled the &y..W6 þ6. Cathol; lick, Church, and, 
having the hdly Spirit” at their Maorioh, Do oe v5 Gay they. lighei vpon, © 
that was the Catbolick Faith, withowathe believing 0 f which, no man can be ſaved... , 
By which means AT roſs thencel orard fo conſtant perſecutions till this day, 
Keys NN not the. erles prifbldl fel > Chin 16b,& a. -Beople that always ſearch'd + 
and be pate ripk e's ſtand. by 1.0 heir Teſtimonies and ſufferings, | 
ie Nhat deft! i the Fahh,a62 ' tHe Church had rujned the Religion. 
For this General Cou 5} of Nite, andy oxtk others of x lame conſtitution, did, 
and cari ferve'to noother.end or Ys than particular order of men by theix p 
uſurping atruſt upon! Chriſtianity, to make their own Price and Mazket ofir, - 
and deliver jt ap as oftas ghey fee their own advantage.... .. 

-*Fby featce w | Conf ve's .head cold, but his Son Conftimtine , Juccegd- 
ing his Brothers, 'beiog iflutuced' by.the Biſhops of the Arrian Party,. turn'd 


the. £r00e fide WT Chriltianity outward, "nycrted. the Poles of Heaven, .and - 
alli. 


arts. x0 EY 
LEY wh 5 R- 


X % 
WF th wk. * 


Faith (ifT miy fay 6) with its Nettle the Alr, "was foreed to kd ho 
its Head, and play Gambols, for the Divertiſcent and Pleaſure's the 3; 
moionfiansr. Arrianiſm was che Divinity, then in Mode, and he WAS an ig | 
rant and ill Courtier, or Church-man, that could not dreſs, and Would "not 
make a new Sate for his Conſcience in the Faſhion. 'And now the Orthodox 
Biſhops (it being givcn to thoſe Men to be obſtiate for Power, but flexible 
in Faith; ) began to wind about inſenſibly, as the Heliotr e Flower that Keeps 
its ground, but wreſts its neck in turning after theyarm Sun, from day-b:eak 
to Evening. They could look now upon the Synod of Ni with wore in- 
difference, and all that pudder that had been made there betwixt Homuonſrug 
and Homoiwfius, {&&c. began to appear to ther as a Difference only ariſing 
the Tnadequarion of Languages : Till by degtees they were drawn over, . and 
- rather chan loſe their B:ihopricks, would joyh, and at laſt be the head-moſt in 
the -Perſecation of their own former Party. But the Deacoris, tobe ſure, 
that ſtecr'd the Elephants, were thorow-paced 3 'Men' to be reckon'd and re- 
lied upon in this or any other occaſion, and would prick on, to render them- 
ſelves capable and Epiſcopable, upon the firſt Cy: For now the Arrians 
in grain, ſcorning to comme behind the Clowniſh F omboufians,' ih an Reckeh. 
aſtical Civility, were reſolved to give therh their full of Perfecution.,, And it 
ſeem*d a piece of Wit rather thati Malice, to pay thern in their own Coin, and 
to Burleſque then in earneſt, by the repetition and heightning of the ſatne Se- 
verities upon them, that they had praQiſed upon others. © Had you the He- 
mooufians a Creed at Nice ? We will haveanother Creed far you at Ariminum, 
and at Selexcis. Would you notbe content with fo many Grexl Fro of 
Faith conſonant to Scripture, unleſs you might thruſt the | y WO 09K 
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fos down our throats, and then tear it up again, to make us con c S162? Tell 
us the word, (*twas Homozouſios) we are now upon the Guard, or elle we 
ſhall run you thorow. Would you Anathemize, Baniſh, Irmpriſcn, E xccutcc 
i +: if +» Wor © bwe + 41 vo 7:84; 4 
us, and burn our Books? You hall talte of this Chriſtian Fare, and As, you 
reliſh it, you ſhall have more on't provided, Ahd thus it went, Arriani/m 
being Triumphant, but'the* few fincere or Romiachful Biſhops; adhcxing .COn- 
ftantly, and witha true Chriſtian Magnanitnity, eſpecial'y. Athanaſius, thorow 
all Sufferings unto their ſormer Confeſſions, expiated Io in. lome meaſure, 
what they had committed in the Nicene Courcl. We ts hte) 
Sozomen, |. 4. C. 25. Firſt tells” us a ſtory of Fans who lug ifs  Ma- 
. "PF | | I BED {ML OI SS SOULS OHA Lot ths wb 
cedonixs, iti' the Biſhoprick 2 Confantinptet, that in, ne Cache al of Sga(t; 
Sephiazbcing mounted in his Epiſcopal Throne, the ixft time th 16A er 
bled for its Dedication, in the 'very beginning of his'Sermon to, the Pcople 
(thoſe things were already come in Fathion) cold them: Patrem, ampiumn off, 
Filium antem pium at which then they began to buſtle ; Pray be quiet, lai 
he 3 I fay, Patrem impinm eſſe, quia Colit neminem, Filiun verp, Liunt grega-eolit 
» 4 F $4 345 Tas iy K.. Lan 1 Ab - : 
Patrem 3 at which they then Laughed as, hearti]y, as beſoig ths Were ANGLY- 
| But this I only notefo this purpole, that there were max) the greate Bi> 
hops among the Homozoufians, as well as the Homooufians, that .could not ot 
| ; |  proac 
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| boWiſcr and 'moxe Orthodox than the Few, .is Divine matters- That which 
| 1cite him for as moſt Material, is, the Remark upon the Impolition.then of - 
| Contrary: Creeds: Which verily, ſaith he, we pleinly the beginning of moſt 
| great Calamities, foraſmuch as berenpon there followed s Difturbance,. wot . unlike, 
| thoſe which we before recited -outy the whole Empive + and likewiſt a Perſecatios, 
equal almoſt to that of. the Heatben Emperors, ſeized npon all of all Churches. - Forg 
| ahbuugh it ſeemed to ſome more genile, for what concerns the tarturo of the body, yea 
to prudent perſons it 2Þpeared more. bitter and ſevere, by reaſon of the Diſhonour aud 
_—_ y. For botb they wheſtirred up, and thoſe that were afflifled mith this Per» 


xcution, were of the Chriftian Church , and the Grievanee zberefore was zbe greater. 
| and more ugly, in that the ſame things which are done amoug Enemies, were Exe... 

cxted between: thoſe of the ſame Tribe aud Profefion : But the holy Law forbids us 
to carry our ſelves in that mauner, even to thoſe that are without, and Aliens. And 
all this milchict ſprung from making of Creeds, with which the Biſhops, as 
it were at Tilting, aim'd to hit one another in the Eye, and throw the oppp= 
lite Party out of the Saddle. But if it chanced that the weaker fide were ready. 
to yicld, (tor what fort of Mcn was there that could better-manage, or had 
their Conſciences more at command at that time than the Clergy ? ) Then the 
Arrians would uſe a yet longer, thicker, and ſharper Lance for the purpole, 
(tor there were never Vacancies ſufficient) that they might be ſure to run 
them down, over, and thorow, and do their Buſineſs. The Creel of Ari 
uinam was now too ſhort for the Delipa 3 but, ſaith-the Hiſtorian, they athx'd 
furtber Articles like Labels to it, pretending to bave made it better, aud ſo ſort it 
thorow the Empire with Contiantius bis Proclam ation, thot mboever wonld not Sub- 
| ſeribeit, ſhowld be Banifed. Nay, they would not admic their ownbeloved 
Similis Subflextis ; but to do the work throughly, the Arriens renounc'd 
their own Creed for Malice, and made it an Azticle 3 Filins Patri tam ſubtou- 
lis, quam Voluntate, Diſimilem eſſe. But this-i5 a ſmall matter with #dy-of 
um, provided ehereby they may do Service to the Church, that-isthew Party, 
Soahat one (ſerioully peaking) that were really Orthodox, could not then 
ditend the Truth-or himſelf, but by turning of Arrian, it he would impuga 
the new ones > (ſuch was the Bubtilty. What thall-lifay more?: As the Arts of 
Glas Coaches and: Perriwigs illefrate this Ages fo by their. Trade of Creed» 
| making, thenifwR invented, we may clicen the Wildom-al Conftemive's, and 
Canftantie his Exapisc. Ard: ing (bort ſpace, as is' ufual among Tradeſmeri; 
where it appears:gainfu), they were:1o many that {ct up of the ſame Profellion, 
that they could ſcarce live by crie another... Socy: 1. 2+\c- 32+ Therefore ulcs 
theſe words: But ew that T bave tatdemi aliguando,runthrough this Lobyrinth 
| of ſomanyCreeds, 1 will gather up their nuwhers And (reckons NineCaerds 
wore, befides:thas,of Nier, before:the death Gonftantive;(ablefſed Number:7 
Aug I believe I:coutirfor anced, make the .upa.tezcn, if Men haves mind 
© buy themfa.: And hencriit was that Kiley, then Bilbop of PFoidtier?s: Ic- 
preſents that ſtateiofthe Chureb pleakanthy, po gy Since the Niccne PRs 
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its Head, and play Gambols, for the Divertiſwent and Pleaſure sf the bYI 
moionſians. Arrianiſm was the Divinity, then in Mode, arid he Wis an igno.. 
rant and ill Courtier, or Church-man, that could not dreſs, and" would 'not 
make a new Sate for his Conſcience in the Faſhion, 'And now the Orthodox 
Biſhops (it being given to thoſe Men to be obſtinate' for Power,' but flexible 
in Faith; ) beganto wind about inſenſibly, as the Heliotry e Flower that keeps 
its ground, bur wreſts its neck in turning after thegyarm Sun, from day-b:eak. 
to Evening.» They could look now upon the Sy od of MN 
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F proach oncunothers Simplicity, and that it was not impollible for the Mary to 
| beWiſcr and moxe Orthodox than the Few, .in Divine matters That which 
| Iiite him for as moſt Material, js, the Remark upon the Impoſition:then of - 
| Contrary. Creeds: Which verily, ſaith he, wes pleinly the beginning of moſt 
ores Calamities, foraſmuch as berexpon there followed 8 Difturbanes, uot . unlike, 
thoſe which we before recited - over the whole Empire > aud likewiſe a Perſecations, 
equal almoſt to that of tbe Heatben Emperors, ſeized npon all of all Churches. - For, 
, albough it ſeemed to ſome more gentle, for what concerns the torture of the body, yea 
” wpredent perſons it 2Þpeared more. bitter and ſevere, by reaſon of the Diſhoneur aud 
'or both they whe ſtirred up, and thoſe that were afflified mith this Per» 
| of the Chriftian Church , and the Grievance aherefore was zbe greater. 
| in that the ſame things which are done amoug Enemies, were Exec. 
boſe of the ſame Tribe aud Profefion : But the boly Law forbids us 
ves in that mauner, even to thoſe that are without, and Aliens. And 
ct ſprung from making of Creeds, with which the Biſhops, as 
ing, aim'd to hit one another in the Eye, and throw the oppy- 
f che Saddle. But if it chanced that the weaker ſide were ready 
what fort of Men was there that could better.manage, or had 
ces more at command at that time than the Clergy ? ) Then the 
1d uſe a yet longer, thicker, and ſharper Lance for the purpole, 
exe never Vacancies ſufficient ) that they might be ſure to run 
ver, and thorow, and do their Buſineſs. The Creed of Ari 
, bw too ſhort for the Delign 3 but, ſaith-the Hiſtorian, they afhx'd 
"Jurtber Articles like Labels to it, pretending to have made it better, and ſo ſort il 
throw the Empire with Cantiantius bis Proclam ation, thet whoever wonls not Syub-= 
ſcribe it, ſhowld be Banifeed. Nay, they would not admic their ownbcloved 
Similis Subflaxtia ; but to do the work throughly, the Arrians renounc'd 
their own Creed for Malice, and made it an Azticle 3 Filins Patri tom fubſton+ = 
lis, quam Voluntate, Diſiimilem eſſe. But this i5a ſmall matter with. avy:06 
um, provided thereby they may do Service to the Church, that-istheie Party» 
Sp {hat one (ſeriouſly peaking) that were really Orthodox, could not then 
dtend the Truth-or himſelf, but by turning of Arrian, it he would impugn 
the new ones 3 ſuch was the Bubtilty. What hall liſay more?: As the Arts .of 
Glafs Coaches and: Perriwigs illofrace this Ages ſo by their. Trade of Creed 
making, thenfwh invented, :1we may clicem the Wildam:of Conflonine's, and 
Cantantiae his Exapisc. And ing (bort ſpace, as is" uſual amovg Tradeſmeri; 
where ic appeass-gainful, they were.o:many that {cr up of the ſame Profcliion, 
that they could ſcarce live by cne another, | Seer: |, 2+c- 32+ Therefore ulcs 
theſe words: But mew tbar I bave taedem: aliguando, renthrough this Lobyrinth 
of ſomany Creeds, 1 will gatber up their nunghers And (o-recknas NineCeeds 
wore, beſides thas,of Nier, before:the deathof Gorftantive, (ablefſed dumber:) 
dad I belicve I:coutirfar anced, make thew vpa.tazen, if Men Taye mind 


© buy them fa. ; And henceiit was that Klery, then-Bilbop of Paidtier?y' Ic+ 
W Prckents that ſtatcjofthe Churob plealantly, AG Since the Niccne-Syned, 
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faith he, we do nothing but write Creeds. That while we fight abouj words, 
whilſt we raiſe Oueſtions about Novelties, while we Quarrel about thingy doubtful 
and about Authors, while we contend in Parties, while there is difficulty in "he 
fent, while we Anatbematize one another, there is nonenow almaft that is Chriſt's, 
What «Change there is in the laſt years Creed ? The firſt Decree command; tht 
Homooulios fhowld wt be mentioned, The next doer again Decree and Publit, 
Homooufios. The third does by Indulgence excuſe the Word Oulia, ay nſed by the 
Father: iz their kmplicity. The fourth does not Excuſe, but Condemn it. Þ; | 
come to that at laſt that nothing among u, or thoſe before us, 611 remain Sacred 
or inviolable. We Decree every year of the Lord, a new Creed concerning God - 
Nay, every Change of the Moon our Faith is alter d. Ie repent of our Decrees, 
we defend thoſe tht repent of them, we Anathematize thoſe that we defended, and © 
while we either condemn otber Mens Opinions in our own, or our own Opinions in 
thiſe of other Men, and bite at one another, we are wow all of w toru in picces. 
This Biſhop ſure was the Author of the Naked Trmth, and 'twas he that in- 
plicitcly condemn'd the whole Catholick," burch, both Ealt and Weſt, for being too 
preſumpiuons in ber Definitions. 

It is not ſirange to me, that Falian, being but a Reader in the Chriſtian 
Church, ſhoald turn Pagan : Eſpecially when I confider that he ſucceeded 
Emperor after Conftautivs. For it ſeems rather unavoidable that a Man of great 
Wit, as he was, and not having the Grace of God to dirc@ it, and ſhow 
himthe Beauty of Religion, through the Deformity of its Governours and 
Teachers but that he muſt conceive a Loathing and Averſion for it, Nor 
could he think that he did them any Injuſtice, when he obſerved that, belide 
all their Unchriſtian Immorality too, they Practifed thus, againſt che Infiitu.. 
tive Law of their Galileax, the Perſecution among themlſclves for Religion. 
And well might he add to his other Severities, that ſharpneſs ot his Wit, both 
Expoſing and Animadverting upon them, at another rate than any of the Mo- 
derh PaQitioners with all their Study and Inclination, .can ever arrive at. For 
nothing is more puniſhable, Contemptible, and truly Ridiculous, than a Chri- 
ftian that walks contrary to his Proteflion : And by how much any Man ſtands 
with more advantage in the Church for Eminency, but diſobeys the Laws of 
Chri@ by that priviledge, he is thereby, and deſerves to be the more Expoſed, 
But Fulian, the laſt Heathen Emperor, by whoſe Cruelty it ſeemed that God 
would ſcnfibly Admoniſh once again the Chriſtian Clergy, and ſhow them by 
their own ſmart, and an Heathen-hand,; the nature and odiouſne(s of Perſccu- 
tion, ſoon died, as is uſual for Men of that Imployment, not without a re- 
markable ſtroke of Gods Judgment. TM 

Yet they, as they were only ſorry that they had loſt ſo much time, upon his 
death firove as cagerly' to redeem it; and} forthwith tc 11 in very naturally into 
their former Animoſities. For Fovienu being choſen Emperor in Perfia, and 
returning homeward, Ser. |. g;c. 20. the Biſhops of-cach Party; in hopes that 
their's ſhould be the Imperial Creed, ſtrait to Horſe, and rode away with 
Switch.and Spur, as if it had been for the Plate, ro meet him and oy 
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| fad beſt Heels, made himſelf cock-ſure of winning the Religion. The Mace: 
dnians, who dividing from the Arrians, had ſet up for a new Herefie con 3 
crning the Holy Ghoſt, (and they were a- Squadron of Biſhops | PetitiowJ - E 
- him that thoſe who held, Filinm Patri difimilem, might be turn'd:out, land © - 
themſelves put in eheir places z Which was very honeſtly done, and above- 
board, The Acacians, that were the refined Arrians,” but, as the Author faith, 
Had a xotable faculty of addreſſing themſelves to the Tuclination of whatſoever Em = 
perer, and having good Intelligence that he balanced rather to the Conſubſtax- 
tizlt, preſented him witha very fair Infinuating Subſcription, of a conlidera- 
ble number of Biſhops tothe Council of Nize. But in the next Emperor's time 
they will be found to yield little Reverence to their own Subſcription. | For 
ia matter of a Creed, a Note of their -Hand, without exprelling the Penalty, 
could not it ſeems bind one of their Order, But all that Fovianus (aid to the 
Macedonians, Was » I bate Contention, but 1 lovingly imbrace and- reverence theſe 
who are inclined to Peace and Concord, To the Acacians, who had wiſely 
given theſe the precedence of Application, to try the truth of their Intelli- 
gence, he (aid no more { baving reſolv'd by ſweetneſs and perſuaſions ty quies 
al their Controverſizs) but, That be wwld not muleft auy Man whatfoever Creed 
be folow'd , but thoſe above otbers be would Cheriſh and Honour, who (ould 
ſw themſelves moſt forward in bringing the Church to a good Agreement. He 
likewiſe call'd back all choſe Biſhops who had been Baniſhed by Conflantiwand 
Jalian, reſtoring them to their Sees. And he writa Letter in particular: co 
Athanafius, who upou Fulian's death had cater'd again upon that of Alizay< 
driz,'to bid himbe of good courage. And theſe things coming to tbe. Ears of 
' al others, did wanderfully aſſuzge the Fierceneſ; of thoſe who were Inflanied 
mith Fadtion and Contention : So that, the Court having declared ic (elf of this 
Mind, the Church was in a ſhort time in all outward appearance peaceably dif 
poſed, the Emperor by this Means having wholly repreſſed all their. Violence. 
Yerily, concludes the Aliſtorian, the Roman, Empire had been proſperans and hap. 
ty, and both the State and the Church (he puts them too in that Order). wwder.ſo 
good a Prince, muſt bave exceedingly fliuriſh:d, bad not an Immature dtath tas 
ken him away from managing th: Governments For after ſeven Montbs, being, 
ſeized with a mortal Obſtruttion. be departed: this Life., Did not this Hiſtorjan,, 
now you, deſerve tobe handled, and is. it. not, wow. the Miſcbief is. dovey. th). 
n1do the Charm, become a Duty, to Expale both bim and Fovluuge ? : By:theiw, © 
al choſen Principles , what would bave become of #6e Prime .and_ moſt - nqeeſſary) 
Article of Faith ? Migbt not tbe old Dormant Hereſies, all of them ſafely bave: 
Revived ? | | - (68412 12:4 ns 
But that Mortal ObftruJien. of the Bilhops, was not, by his death (nor js it. 
by their own to be) xemoved. ; They were gee he was:{o ſopn-got out of their, 
way, and God would yet,farther manifeſt th an ori Spirit, which ag 


the Perſecution -of the Heathen Emperor Falians nor the Geneleneſs of, Fou 
an the Chriſtian, could. allay or mitigate. by.their AffliQions or Proſperi= 
ty. The Divine Neweſis executed Jultice upon them, by one anothers Nog ; 
b 2 4 n 
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And ſo hainous a Crime as for a Chriſtian, a Biſhop, to Perſecute, food yet in 
necd, as the only equal and' exemplary Puniſhment, of being reve With a 
| Perſecution by Chriſtians, by Biſhops. 4nd whoſoever fhall ſcriouſly conſider 
all along the Suc-cfſions of che Eaxnperors, can never have taken that SatisfaRi. 
oa inthe moli judicious Repreſentations of the Scene, which he may 1n this. 
worthy Speculatien of the great Order and admirable condud of Witc Provi. 
dence 3 through the whole contexture of theſe Exterior ſeeming Accidents, 
relating to the Eccleliaſticals of Chriltianity. 

For to Fovianue lucceeded Valentinian, who in a (hort time took his Bro- 
ther YValens to be his Companion in the Emprure. Theſe two Brothers did as. 
the Hitorian obſerves, Soer: | 4. c. x. (alife, and equally take care at the be- 
ginning, for the Advantage and Government of the Strace_) but very much gil- 
agreed, though both Chcifiians, in matters of Religion : Yaletinianus the El- 
der, being an Orebedox, but Vatens an Arrian, and they uſed a different Method 
toward the Chrittians. For Yelemiinian (who choſe che Weſtern part of the 
Empire, and left the Eaft co his Brother) as he imbraced thoſe of his own 
'Creed, (o yet he did not in the lealt moleſt the 4Arriavss But Valensnot only 
labor'd to increafe the number of the Arreans, but Aﬀicted thoſe of the con- 
frary Opinion with grievous Punifhments. And both of 'm, clpecially Valexs, 
had Biſhops for their purpoſe. The panticulars of that heavy Perſecution un- 
der Falens, any one may further fatishe himſclf of in the Writers of thok 
Times: And yet is obſervable, that within a lietle fpace, while he purſued 
the Osthodox Biſhops, he gave Liberty to the Novetizns, (who were of the 
fame Creed, but ſeparated trom them, as. I haveſaid, upon Dilcipline, &c.) 
and cauſed their Churches, which for a while were ſhut up, tobe opened again 
at Conftantinople. To be ſhort, Yolexs ( who out- lived his Brother, that died of 
3 natural Death) himfelf in a Battcl againſt the Goths, could not eſcape neither 
the fate ofa Chriſtian Perſecutor. For the Goths having made Application 10 
bim, be, (aith Socrates, 103 well fore-ſtermg the Conſequence, admitted bem to In- 
abit in certain places of Thiacia, pleafing bimſelf 1hat be ſhexld by that means, 
#lways bave an Army ready at hand againſt whatſoever Enemies 3 aud that thoſe 
Foraign Guards would flrike them with a preatcy Terror, more b 'y far than tbe Milit!a 
of his Suljefs. And fo, ſlighting theancient Veterane Militia, which uſtd t9con- | 
feft of Bodies of Men, raifed proportionably in every Province, and were flow Fel- 
tws that wewld Fight Manſwliy \ inflead of them he levied Money, rating tht 
Conutry at ſo much for every Sowtdier: Bur theſe new Inmates of the Emperots 
toon grew Troublcfor, as.is cultornary, and not only inſcſicd the Natives in 
Thracia, but Plunder'd even the Suburbs of Conftantinople, there being ne 
Armed Force to reprefs them : Hereupon the whole People of the City cried 

oat at a publick-SpeQtacle, where Yalens was: profent ng this Matter, 
Give 'us Arms and we will manage thi: War oxr ſthver; This cxtreamly pror 


rok'dhim, fo that he forthwith made: an Expedition againſt the Gotbs : But 

Threetned the Citizens if be return'd in ſafety,zo be Reveng d on them bath for theſe 

 Conrnmelier, and for what nniltr the Tyrans Procopius, #bey —__ 
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. ſcattering their Flocks, if not devouring and the Shepherds ſmiting ont ano- 


 fpecia] of his Humility (the lowlieft, but the kigheft of alt Chriſtian) I 
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erſecuting gore om ro ''Buv be ther *kiff'd by the Bhs," | 
lying into « Villagy thot the Goths bad ſer ow five, be' war due t offer), 46" 
ankef of his Biſhops 3 who, had he VIS might epi Pk 
che Perſecation- Such was the end of his Impetuous Reign and raſh C H 
both as to his Governrment of Beate, in marters of Peace and War, 2nd his Mi- 
nage of the Church by Pezfecurion. £084, AH 
His death brings me to the Succeſſion of Theodofins the Greer, thett whom c 
Chriltian Emperor did more make in his bufeneſs ro Narſe up the Chitt ; pr 
to Lull the Biſhops, to keep the Houſe in-quire. Bur nejther was'it ih his 
power fo (till theis Bawhng, and Scratching one another, as far as their Nails 
(which were yer more tender, but afterwards gtewlike Taftons) woutt” give 
them leave. I hall noe further vex the Hiſtory, oc the Reader, in recouvting- 
the particularsz taking no delighe neither my ſelf m fo uncomfortable Reſa- 
tions, or to refict beyond what is necefſary upon the Wolfifknefs'bf the 6 
which then ſeemed, and ought ro have been the Chriſtian Paſtors; but went on 


ther. In his Reign, the ſecond Generat Council was called, that of Conffants- 
nople, and the Creed was there made, which: took its name from the place; 

he refi of their buſineſs, any one that is farther curfous, may obſerve” in the 
Writers. But I ſhall cloſe this with » ſhort roueh- concerning Greg Noazan- 
zen, then living, than whomalfo che Chriſtian Thrrch 'Had not it ole times 
(and I queſtion whether in any —— « Biſhop that was more's ON 
ſttan, more a Geneleman, better appointed in alt ſorts of Learning requiſite 
ſeaſoned under Faliaw's Perſecution, and exemplary to the higheſt pitch of 
true Religion. and Practical Piety. The eminente' of theſe Vertitts, and in 


lice 
tions) raiſed him under Theodoſis, fromthe Pavifh-likeBilhoprick of Nazj, ut 
zum, to that of Conft lt, where he fd his place in that Coandtil. . Bur 
having taken notice in what manner things were carticd in thar, .as they;had. 
been ip former Councils, and that forme of the Biſhops mattered ar his promo» . 
tion 3 he of his ewn mind refigned chat great Boprick, whiich was never of 
his deſire ox ſeeking; and, chough(o highly ſeated Wares [o baFReverence 
and Favor, ſe acctptable'to the People, and'gentrally to the 'Clryy; whoſt uny. 
equal Abilities could-not pretend or juftifie ar envy agaidfihini; retired baak 
far more content, to a Solitary Life; to his little Nawianzam. And from 
thence he writes that Letter to his Friend Procopier, whetelo p. 418. upon 
his molt recolleed and ſerious reflexion on what had falh within his oblerva- 


tion, heuſeth theſe remarkable words; F have riſotved whb'my ſelf Gf 1. may 
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ver ſary 6 good and bappy end of any Comncit,, but roſes: than 7e- 
_ the miſchiefs, For 1beir obſtinate Conrentiont. and Ambition are. unex- 
preſſtb/e. : p : IN | ; . Ye 
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' It would, require.too great:a Volume toideduce;” from the death'of 74,1; 
Tus » Sacha happened. in the {ucceeding Reigns about this warrey 
: Eoltho Keader oay.reckon that.it was as ftatcd''aQuarrel berwixt the Hm. 
lan; and the Homoiauſianr, as that:between the Houſes of Tork and Lanes: 
Fa : (an Fackjarnlc pow an Emperor of one Line, :and: then again of the o- 
ther. But anion ail rhe Biſhops,- there [was not one Morton, whole induftri- 
ous Brain could-or would (tor ſore Men always reap by Diviſion ) make up the 
fatal Breach berwixt the two Creeds, By this means every Creed was grown 
ap to a. Tcl. 2d.undethat pretcnee, the dextrous Biſhops Rep by ſtep hook- 
ed withia their Verge, ajt the buſige(s and Power that could be catched in 
thoſe Turby).nces, . where they.mudled the' Water, and Fiſhed after. By this 
means they (fialked on tirlt to a Spiritual kind of Dominion, and from that 
incroached upon ard into the Civil Juriſdiction. A Biſhop now grew tertible, 
and, (whercas a ſimple Layman might have frighted the Devii with the fri 
words of the Apoltles Creed, and I defie thee Satan ) one Creed could not Pro» 
tet him from a Bilhop, and it required a much longer, .and' a double and 
treble Canfcſion, unlcſs himſclt would be delivered over tO Satan by an Ang- 
thema. But this was only an Ecclctiaſtical ſentence at firſt, with which the 
marked out (uch as linned againlt them, and then whoop'd and hallow'd on 
the Civil Magiſtrate, to hune them down for their Spiritual Pleaſure, They 
crept at firtt by Court Inlinuations and Flattery into the Princes favor, till thoſe 
gencrous Creaturcs ſuffered themlelves to be backed and ridden by them, who 
would take as much of a free Harle as pollible : ' But. in Perſecution the Clergy 
as yet, wilcly interpoſed the Magiltrate betwixt themſelves and the People, not 
caring (o thejr end were attained, how odious they rendred him: And you 
may oblerve that for the moſt part hitherto, they ttood crouching and ſhot ci- 
ther over the Emperors back, or under his belly, But in proceſs of time they 
became bolder and open- fac'd, and Perſecutcd before the Sun at Mid-day, Bi. * 
ſhops grew worſe, but Biſhopricks every day better and better. There was 
now no Euſcbius left to refuſe the Biſhoprick. of Awtiochia, whom therefore 
Conſtantine toid, That he deſerv'd the Biſhoprick of the whole IPorld for that 
Modefty. They were not ſuch Fools as Ammonius Parates, 1 warrant you, 
in the time of Theodoſiyes., HezjSocr. 1. 6. c. 30. being ſeiſed npm by ſyme that 
wonld needs make him a Biſhop ;; when be. could not perſmade them to the con- 
trary,. cit off one of bis Ears, telling them that now ſhon!d' be bimſclf deſire to 
| be a Biſhop, be was by the Law of Prieſthood incapable : Fut when they obſerved thi 
thoſd things only obliged the Jewiſh Priefibood, and that the Church of Chriſt 
did not confider whether a Prieft were ſound or perfef in limb if boy, but only 
that be were intire is bis manners they return'd to ſeize 01 him again : But 
when he ſaw them: coming, be ſwore with a ſ\lemn Oath that, if to Conſe- 
crate bim # Biſhop,. they laid violent bands upon bim, be. wanld. cut ont bis tongut 
alſo 4 ' whereupon they fearing be would do it, defifted. What ſhould have been 
the matter, that a man ſo Learned and Holy, ſhould have ſuch an averſion to be 
promoted in hisown Order; that, rather than yield to be a Compclled ot 
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rery Conſtitution, than ſome doat preſent, But this indeed was an Example 


\ tooRigid, and neither fit to have becn done, nor to be imitated;. as there was 


nodanger. Forfar from this'they followed [theprecedent rather of Damaſis;- 
and Uiſinus, which laſt, Socr.l, 4 £24. Tu: Valentinian's time, perſwaded: 
certain obſcure and abjeQ Biſhops, (tor.there were it + ſeemsohall ſores and fizes) 
tocreate him Bifbop in a Corner, and then (lo carly), be and Damaſus, who was. 
much the better Man , waged War for the Biſhoprick of Rome, . to'the great 
(czodal of the Pagan Writers, wha. made Remarks for this and other things 
upon their Chriſtianity, and to the Bloodſhed and/Death'of a-multitude of the' 
Chriſtian Pcople. But this: laſt I mention'd; only las a weak and imperfet 
Eflay in that time, of what it: came to in the ſeveral Ages after, : which I am 
now {peaking of, when the Biſhops were given, give themſclves over to all” 
manner of Vice, Luxury, Pride, Ignorance, Superſtition, Covetouſnels, and 


| Monopolizing of all ſecular Imployments and Authority. Nothing could 


eſcape them; They meddlcd, txoubled themſclues and othess,. with- many 
things, every thing, tergettiog,that ove, only.nredfal. .: Inſormuchithat T could 
not avoid wondring often, . thataWong, ſo'marly Churches Git ith Paganicie 
Rites they dedicated to. Saint. Maury, I have. met with none to Saint Martha: 
But above all, Impoſitipn, and, Cruelty became. inherent to; them., and the 
power of Perſecution was grown ſo good:.and. delirable a thing, «that they 
thoight.the Magiſtrate Icarce worthy eabe trulied with. it longers:a0d 3 meer 
Noyice atit, andcither waclted-it, outof his hagdsy. or geadyeaed him gf 
that and his other burgens of: Governmende- :/ TheSulkringiof the Laity-were 
become the Royalties of the Clergy 3 and; being, very; carcful: Chaiftians, the 
Biſhops, that not a word of our Mars might . fall to the ground, (becauſe he 
had forctold how Mcn ſhould be Perſecuted for. his Names fake, they under» 
touk tolceit dane eifefually in their own Provintes, .and>out of 'pure- zcal 
of doing him. the-more-Seryice ot, this. kind, ; iRlarged-dtudiouſisrheir Dios 
celſes beyond all proporgipy. , Like Noſtradamus ibis Senyaheftortulfil/his Fa- 
ther*s pred1Rion of a City in Frente, that: ſhould-be burned, 'with-his ouh 
hands fect 1t on fire. All the Calamities ot the Chriftian world inthole Ages. 
may be dexiv<d from them, i while they, warm'd themſe}ves at the Flaine'; and 
like Loxds of Miſryle, kept a perpetual Chriſtmas: \What in pris n= 
is the matter > How'came it about that-Qhriſtianity, which: approwed:it felf 
under all Pexſecutions te the Heathen Emperors, arid \mcriced..\thein favor fo 
far, tillat laſt it re wb y ſucceeded to rhe , Monarchy, ſhould under-thofe 
of their own Profeſſion be more diſtrefſcd ? Were there ſome-Ghriftians'then 
too, that feared ſtill 1c, Mcn ſhould, be Chriſtians, and. for-whom- it was 
neceſſary, nat ; for the, Goſpel, reaſon, gbay dhete ronidcbe Here es:.1 Let us col- 
le& alittle. now alſg jp the concluſion, whazax firſt wag nat particulazizdþdrow 
the xeaſon of Stats, and Mcaſurc of Government fipodyunder the Roman: Em- 
perours, in aſpeR to ghem. _Lomit Tzberixq, megtion'din the I 
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| Compelling Biſhop, he-would inflit upon-bimG|ras feveres Maityrd 


| anyPcrſccutor could have done for him? Sure he- ſaw ſomthing moreinthe? 4 


Eday«i-"Frojude; after having perſecaced them, and having nled Pliny thete) 
= = it» his Provinceto that purpole; upon his relation thar they lined cons 
# fotmicy to all Laws, but that which forbad their Worſhip, znd mall other” 
| things were blarbelefs, and good men, ſtran]y by his Edi commanded thae 
none of themihouid be farther enquired akeer. Hadrian, in his Edi to M-: 
rutins Faxdanni; Pro-confill of Afis, 'commands him that, If any acenſe the 
 Chriftians, and\tdizfrove it, t bat they commit any thing ag ainft the State, that thiy 
be puniſh them according 10 the crime : but if any man #couſe them, meerly for ca- 
Iumuy and vexation, as Chriſtians, then # faith les bim ſuffer for't, and take you 
core that be feel the ſmart of it. Antoninns Pins writ his Edie very remarkable, - 
if there were! place to recite. it, to the States of Afia Aﬀembled at Epheſus; 
wherein he takes notice-of his-Farhers command, that wnleſs the Chriſtians wire 
were found to ai any thing againft the Roman Empire, they ſhowld not be moleſted, 
and then commands, that 'if any man thereafter ſhall continue to trouble then, 
tanquar talcs, as (briftians, for their Worſhip, in that caſe, be that i the Infor- 
mer, ſhomld be expoſed to prntifument, but the Aceuſed ſhould be free aud diſcharged. 
I could not but obferve that .atnong other things in-this Edi, wherehe is 
fpeaking. Tri defireble to them that rey may appear, being accuſed, more willing 
to die for their Gadtb. an to live: He adds, It would wet be amiſs to admoniſh you 
concerhing the Earth qu ther which have, and do now bappen, thst wben you are 
affiited at them, you would compare our aff airs with theirs, They are thereby fo 
wch che mare intouraged' to a confidence and reliauce npon God, but you all the 
while ga.ow in own gr ance, and 'negiel} both other gods, anif'the Retigion'toward, 
the immortal; unit baniſh and prrſcente them wnto death. ' Which words of tht 
Emperors; fall info naturafip-wich what, it ſeems, way 8 comimon obſervation 
about Earth-quakes, that] cannot but to that purple cake further notice, how 
alſo Gregory Nazianzen, in Or. 2.. contra Gentiles, telts, b:fides the breakings in 
of the. Sea in (cveral places, and many fixes thathappened, of the Earth-quakes 
in particular, whichihe reckons as Symptomnis of Faliz's Perſecution. And 
to this I'may add; :Sbcy. 4, 3.615, whio in the Reign of Yalens, that notori- 
ous Chnſtian'Pex(ocutor, {#ith, at the fame trmc- there was an Eatth-quake in 
Bitbynis, which turned the-City of Nice(thatiame'ta which the general Coun- 
cil was held under Conſtenrtive) and a lictle after there was another. But at- 
thengh tbeſe ſo bappened, whe ntinds of Vatens, aud of Endoxius, the Biſhop of 
1he Arras, were wot it I tired mpwnto Pitty, anil' a right vphiion of Retigion, . 
For neverthrieft tbeyersſedino;, madenrend i £4 mpees ore: who ti their Creell 
ſfemed from tbem- © Thoſe' Eant-qnitherſtemed to be certain indications of memuls 
In the Clwerch. All which 'put together, could not-but make me refteR upon 
the lace 'Earth-quakes, great by how much more unufual here in Exgland, 
thorow (o many Counties ewo yeers fine, at the fame tire when the Clergy, 
fome-ofthem, wore (ſobulte > rheir ©ab4ls; to promote "this (I would given) 
a modeſter riame:thicn) ' Pefeciititny; which its now on (bot apainſt che'Yiiſen- | 
4crs ; aro unfcabonable's rithe, 'end vpPHtimo dtcafion yUminiffred 'by them, 
thatchoſe who comprehend the reaſons; * yet cannot but wonder ar che wiſdom 
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fit, Yet Tar not neither one of the moſt credulous nickersor appliers-vf? = 
mural events to human cranſaRions: But neither am I ſo ſecure as theiLear- 
dDr. Spencer, nor. can' walk along the world without having ſome eye:to; 
theconjunCtures of God's admirable Providence. . Neither: was Marcus Aure-: 
kar (that I may return to my matter) [negligent as tothe particular. 'But he, 
obſerving, as Anteninus had the Earth-quakes, that in' an expedition againlt 
theGermans and Sarmatians, his Army being in deſpair almoſt for, want of 
water, the Melitine (afterward from the event called the Thwndring ) Legion, 
which confilted of Chriltians, kneeId down in the very heat.of their chirit and. 
iglt, praying forrain 3 which poſture the. Enemies wondring at, ;immedi- 
aely there brake oue ſuch a thundring and lightning, as together with the 
Chriſtian valour, routed the adverſe Army, but ſo much rain fell therewith, 
s refreſhed Aurelins his Forces, that were at the laſt gaſp for thirlt ; He thence 
forward commanded by his Letters, That upon pain of death none ſhould inform 
ainſi the Chriſtians, as Tertullian in his Apology for the Chriſtians witneſſes, 
but who would have bclievcd that even Commedur, fo great a Tyrant other- 
viſe, ſhould have been fo favouradleas to make a Law, That the Informers.:a- 
faint Chrijtians ſhould be puniſhed with death ? Yet he did, and the latormer 
ganlt Apollonizes Was by it executed. Much le(s could a man have thought 
(hat, that prodigy of cruelty Maximine, and who;zxerciſed it ſo ſeverely upon 
tie Chriſtians, ſhould, as he did, being (truck with God's hand, publiſh, when 
was too late Edict atter Edit, in great favour of the Chrittians. .,;But a- 
bove all, nothing could have been lelsexpcRed than that, after thole Heathen 
Emperors, the hic(t Chriſtian Conjtantine ſhould have been ſeduced by the Bi- 
ops, to be atter them, the firſt occafion of Perſecution, fo contrary to his 
vn excellent inclination : *T'was then that he ſpake his own mind, when he 
lad, Evſ. de vita Conſt, 69. Tow ought to retain:within tbe bownds of your pri-. 
ute thoug bt, thoſe things, which yew cunyingly and ſubtly ſe:k, out concerning moſt 
ſrivoloxs queſtions. And then much plainer, c. 67. where he faith te wilcly. 
Iu are not ignorant that the Philoſopbers all of them ds agree in the profeſſion of the 
Jane Diſcipline, but do oftentimes differ in ſome part of the Opinion1 that they dog- 
Wlize 11; But yet, although they do diſſent about the Diſcipline that each ſeveral 
(Si? obſerveth, they nevertbeleſs reconcile themſelves again for the ſake of that com- 
wn Profeſſion to wbich they bave concurred. But againſt compullion in Religi- 
Ws matcers ſo much every where, that it is necdle(s to inſert one paſſage. 
And he being of this diſpoſition, and univerſally famous for his care and coun- 
lenance of the Chriſtian Religion. Emnſebius (aith theſe words, IFbiletbe Peo- 
| Pleof God did glory aud heighten it ſelf in the doing of good things, and all fear 
from witl out w. taken away, and the Church wa fortifi d as I may ſay, on all ſides 
hs peaceable and illuſtrious tranquility, then Envy lying in wait againſt our proſpe- 
my, craftily crept in, and began firſt to daxce in the midjft of the compeny of Bi- 
foods lo gocs on, telling the Hiltory of Alexander and Arrixes. I have been 
Nlore large :nough in that relation, wherein it appeared that , contrary to 
Uat great Emperours pious iatention, whereas —_ began to dance among ibe 


Biſhops 


(34) 


Bif1ps firft, the good Conflextine brought them the Fiddles. But it 1 
Bifrope f m ka he on weary of the Ball, and toward his who, 
Princes often do upon too late experierce, would have redrefſed all; and re. 
turned to his natural temper. Ot the other. Chriſtian Emperours I likewiſe 
diſcourſcd, omitting, that I might inſert it in this place, how the great Hea- 
then Philoſopher Themiſtizs, in his Conſolar Oration, celebrated Foviayns for 
having given that toleration in Chriſtian Religion, and thereby defeated the 
flattcring Biſhops, which ſort of men, faith he wittily, do #ot worſhip G:d, but 
the Imperial Purple. : ” 

It was the ſame Themijtivs, that only out of an upright natural apprehenſion 
of things, madc that excellent Oration afterward to Valens, which is in Print, | 
exhorting him to ceaſe Perſecution 3 wherein he chances upon, and improves 
the ſamc notion with Couſtantines, and tells him, Tbat he fobowld not wouder at 
the Diſſcnts in Chriſtian Religion, which were very ſmall, if compared with the mul- 
titnde and crowd of Opinions among the Gentile Philoſophers 3 for there were at leaf 
three hundred differences, and a very great diſſention among them there was about 
their reſolutions, unto which each ſeveral Se was as it were, neceſſarily bound up 
and obliged : And that God ſeemed to intend more to illuſtrate bis own plory by that 
diverſe and unequal variety of Opinions, to the end every each one might therefore fo 
much the mare reverence his Divine Majeſty, becauſe it #s not þ ſible "= any One de- 
curately to know him. And this had a good effc& upon Valens, for the mitige- 


ting in ſome meaſure his (everities againſt, his fellow Chriſtians. So that at- 
ter having caft about in this Snmmary again, ( whereby it plainly appears, that 


according to natural right, and the apprehenſion of all ſober Heathcn Gover- 
nours, Chriſtianity as a Religion, was wholly exempt from the Magiſtrates 
juni{diQion or Laws, farther than any particular perſon among them immo- 
rally tranſgrefſed, as others , the common rules of human ſociety) I cannot 
but return to the Queſtion with which I begun. What was the matter ?' How 
came it about that Chrittianity, which approved it (elf under all Perfecutions 
to the Heathen Emperours , and merited their favour fo far, till at laſt t e- 
gularly ſucceeded to the Monarchy, ſhould under thoſe of their own profeſſion, 
be more diltrflcd? But the Anſwer is now much ſhorter and certainer, and | 
will adventure boldly to ſay, the true and ſingle cauſe then was the Biſhops. 
And they were the cauſc againſt reaſon. For what power had the Emperoms 
by growing Chriſtians, more than thoſe had-before them? None. What ob- 
ligation were Chriſtian Subje&s under to the Magiſtrate more than before? 
None. But the Magiſtrates Chriſtian Authority was what the Apoſtk de- 
{crib'd it while Heathen, mot eo be a terror to good works, but to evil. Whatnew 
Power had the Biſhops acquired, whereby they turned every Pontificate oO 4 
Caiaphat ? None neither, 2 Cor. '10. $. Had they been Apoftles, The Lu 

bad but given them Authority for edification, not for deſtruttion. They, of alloy 
ther, ought to have Preached to the Magiſtrate the terrible denunciations 
Scripture againſt uſurping upon, and perſecuting of Chriftians. They, of ol 
others, ought to bavye laid before them the horrible Example of cone 
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th Juſtice againft thoſe that exercifed Perſecytion. - But, provide# fey . 


ear'd 

d, as BW could be the Swearers of the Prince, to db aft die Allegiance to the Church, 
1. re- WH ad to preferve thie Rights and Liberties of the Church, howevee they cathe 
wif Wi bychem, they would give ther as much fcope' as he pleaſe}; in matter of 
Hea- BN Chriftianicy, and would be the firft co (olicite hitn to bregk che Eaws of CBY2f;: 


: for Wil nd ply him with hot placesof Scriptnre, in order to all mznnct of Oppreſſion 
| che WW id Perſecution in Civils and Spirittalss Sothat 'the' whole bufinieſs how this 


inchriſtian Tyranny came 'and*coald entitle it ſelf among Chriftizns, '4$4inlt 
the Chriftian privitedges, was only the caſe im Zech. r3. 6. 7. And oneſhalt 
ſoy unto him, What are theſe wounds in thy bands ? Then be ſhift anſwer, thoſt 
#th which I was wounded in the boſe of my Friends. Becaufe they wete ally 
Chriſtians, they thought forfooth- chey might tHiake the"bolderiwith them; 
. make bolder with Chrifty and 'wound'him"agatn- In the hands ant feer'of: his 
members. Becauſe they were Friends, they' migtit uſe them more” coarſly, . 
ad abuſe them againft all commoncivility, in their own houfe, which is 2 
Proteion to Stranigers. Andaff this to the'end that a Biſhop might tit with 
the Prince in Funro, to confult wiſely how to preferve him from thoſepeople 
that never meant him'any harm, and'tbfecare him' from the'Sedition and Rev 
bellion of men that ferk, nor think 2ny thing tre, but ro: follow their oon 
Religious Chriftian Worfhip. It was' indeed as ridiculous a thing to the Pa- 
gans to fee that work, as it was afterwards in Ezglaxd to Strangers, where | 
Ppilts and Proteftarits went' both to wrack at the ſame inſtanr, in the ſanie 
Market and when'Erafmas Faid wittily, nid gitar in Anglia ? Conſulithy, 
temght have addet; though'not fofelegantly, Comburiar) de Religane..' By 
auſe they knew that Chriſtian Worſhip: was*free' by Chfitl's Infiitution,' they 
procured the Magiſtrate to make Laws init concerning-things neceſſary: As 
the Heathen Perſecytor Falian introduced ſome bordering Pagan Ceremonies, 
and arguing with themſelves'in the ſame mariner, as he, did, Saz. 1 5:"'C: 16. 
0" Wl That if Chriftians ſhantd __ Laws, they fhonld beable to bring then about 
Lal if ſorting fartber, which they had defigne Us Ba nl mat "then they | 
4 1. np rected aginlffhene heb! H0Y hope porn" taker? of the Later of 

the Empire, and repreſents them ar't v and dangerollt 1 the Government. Tn> 
PS WW deed, whacſoever the Animadverter [ith ofthe Adof Scditious Conventicles 
oY hicrein Exytzyd as if it were AnvilP4 after another of che* Romani Senate, the 
ar Chriſtians of thoſe Ages hattgNthe! firlaſy toplsvt Petletirion'our” 'of -Filizn's 
© WH Shop, and fiudicd! him thetf'i#ievifobſly a5fome do now'Mechiavel; Theſe 
Jes Bilhops it was,” who, becauſe; te 'Ritte* of CH rift was' incompecibtc wth the 
"WM Power that they aſfumed, - ahi che Viethtticy'prattiſed; haÞ ito wriyrorender 


% 


1 themſelves neceſſary or tolerable 'to Pritizes, biit by making ciut Biety Yiſſhs 


cul; by Innovaring Laws eb4eveige themiſclveSupon it, and by turhivg Make- 
0 WF. bates berween Phince and'Pevple,  inftilling dangers of which thendfehves were 
nM ** Authors: Hentevir! j5,"tHat wh. boning this Jealouft once dt" this 
- WM Migititate, againſt Raigions hey mad boththt'Sccular andthe Ecdefialtical | 
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have ' agreement and liberty, to God Almighty for ever, Amen, But if neither the Peo- x 
nity, ple nor his Majclty enter into their conſideration. I hope it is no unreaſon-  . 2 
other able requeſt that they will-be merciful unto chemſelves, and have ſome reve- 


Yards rence at lealt for the Naked Truth of Hiftory, which either in their own times 
kind will meet with them, or in the next Age overtake them ; That they, who are 
have ſome of them fo old, that as Conteffors, they were the Scars of the former 
alter, troubles, others of them.ſo young, that they are free from all the Motives of 
Revenge and Hatred, ſhould yetjoyn in reviving the former perſecutions upon 
n of the ſame pretences 3 yea, even themſelves in a turbulent, military, and uncano- 
pon) nical manner exccute Laws of their own procuring, and depute their inferior 
urch, Clergy to be the Informers, I ſhould rather hope to ſee not only that Con- 
phe troverlie ſo ſcandalous aboliſhed, but that alſo upon fo good an occafion as the 
nces Author of tbe Naked Truth hath adminiſtred them, they will inſpe& their 
1 it Clergy, and cauſe many things to be corrected, which are far more ruinous 
en in the Conſequence than the diſpenſing with a Surplice. I ſhall mention ſome: - 
hich too confuſedly, as they occur to my Pen, at prelent; reſerving much more for 
nics better leiſure, Methinks it might be of great edification, that thoſe of them, 
» 05 who have ample poſſeſſions, ſhould be in a good fenſe, Multas inter opes inoper. 
eve- That they would in{peR the Canons of the ancient Councils, where are many 
ber, excellent ones for the regulation of the Clergy. - aw one, looking but amon 
' ſore BM" thoſe of the fame Council of Nice, againft any Biſhops removing: from a W- 
nles: Biſhoprick to a greater z nor that any of the Inferior Clergy ſhould leave a leſs 
ask living fox a fatter. That is me-thinks the moſt Natnral uſe of General, or any 
om . Councils to-make Canons, as it were By-laws for the ordering of their own» 
x an Society 3 but they ought not to take out, - much leſs forge any Patent to invade 
aVe and prcjudice the Community. It were good that the greater Church-men: 
on relyed more upon themſelves; and their own direQion , -not building too- 
Lt much upon Stripling Chaplains; that men may not ſuppoſe the Maſter (as'one . 
the that has a good Horſe, or a fleet Hound) attributes to himfelf the vertues' of 
ON, his Creature. That they inſpe& the Morals of the Clergy; the Moral Here- 
gs. ticks do the Church more harm than all the Non. conformiſts can do, or can 
on” WW wiſh it. That before they admit men to ſubſcribe the Thirty-nine Articles 
ſeb. for a Bencfice, they try whether they know the meaning. That they would 
Ws much recommend to ther the reading of the Bible. ?Tis a very good book, 
vt and if a man read itcarcfully, will make him much wiſer. That they would 
are. adviſe them to keep the Sabbath : If there were no Morality in the day, yet 
the, there isa great deal of Prudence in the obſerving it. That they would inſtruct 
Pay thoſe that came for Holy Order and Livings, that it is a terrible Vocation thcy: 


enter upon 3 but that has indeed the greatelt reward. That to gain a Soul is 
beyond all the acquiſts of Traffick, and to Convert an Atheiſt, more glorious 
than all the Conquelts of the Souldier: -That, betaking themſelves to this 


Spiritual Warfare, they ought to'difinfargle from the World. © That they _ 


ther, that we may all with one voice give land aud ghory, for the common and go : D 'Y 
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y effe@ or Authoricy. That they be Lowly . 4 


on the Eccleliaſtical Power of His Majcfty, and fo many of His-Royal Prede- - 7 
ceſlors, | = To = 
But thele things require a greater Time, and to enumenate all that is amiſs, 
might perhaps be as;cndleſsas:to number the People, nor are they withia the 
ordigary (phere ot my Capacity. | wt * 
 Butto the Judjcious and Serious Reader, to whomlI wiſh any-thing I have p 
ſaid, may have given no unwelcome entertainment I ſhall only fo far juſtiffe ® 
my {clf, that I thought it no leſs concerned me to vindicare the Laity from'the - 3 
Impoſitions that the Few would force upon them, than others to defend thoſe + 
| Impolitions on behalt of the Clergy. But. the Reverend Mr. Hooker in his 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 1ays, The time will come when three words, uttere& with Chas 
rity and Meekneſs, ſhall receive a far more bleſſed reward, than three thonſand Vo-: 
 Iumes written with diſdainfal ſharpneſs of Wit, And I ſhall conclude, " 
Truſt in the Almighty, that with us, Contentions ar now at the bigheſt flut, © 
andihat the day will cone (for what cauſe is there of Diſpair) when the Paſſions 
of former enmity-biing allaid, men ſhall with ten times.redoubltd rhens of nnfai> % 
nedly reconciled: Love, ſhew themſelues each to other tbe ſame which Joltph,. and the 


Brethren of Joſeph were at the time of their Emterview in Egypt. And: upon this 


condition, Jer my Book, alſo i yea, my (elt it it were needful) be burnt by the +8 
band of thoſe Enemies to the Peace and Trauquility of tbe Religiow of England, "3 


